








THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAS AWARDED THE

ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON
AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUST 7T 1782
TO
Gorporal Willtam 8. Bywater, TR 37 784 485, Tmfantry

FOR WOUNDS RECEIVED
IN ACTION
resnlting in his death 31 #Mlarch 1951

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
, , THIS 26th DAY OF fllarch 1993

SEORETARY OF THE ARMY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Billed ia action

G s is

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT OF DEATH

NAME SERVICE NUMBER GRADE %%
prunter, Willles Iswid Hl 37 VB4 485 PAY GR:

ARM OR SERVICE PLACE OF DEATH
Infe Eoren

CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH

@ BATTLE

] NON-BATTLE

Bl Hareh 1261

EMERGENCY ADORESSEE

Wr, Williem W, Hywe

RELATIONSHIP

DATE NOTIFIED

ance, or in the settlement of any
other claim in which proof of
death is reguired. When isaued
to commercial inasurance companies,
it replaces AGO Form 0670-1.

on, South Dalwbe Father & Janvary 1983
CIRCUMSTANCES EXTRA~HAZARDOUS
puTY
Cves
T Iwo
HOME ADDRESS COUNTY DATE OF BIRTH
y, South Perking 2 Dsguwber 1920
Tyt #5Yn
NOTE: When imprinted with the official Faod Ly F
seal of The Adjutant QCeneral’s
Office, this form requires no
signature. The form may be used
to facilitate the cashing of bonds,
the payment of commercial insur- 58 ~a

S0, Dakotz Veterans Bonys agpiied for

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

WM. E. BERGIN
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

TS0 FORY G670-2

1 0CT 51
(Formerly AGO)

EDITION OF 1 APR 51 MAY BE USED

PO 83- 43349



Army Sends
W. Bywater
Son’s Notes

1 Cpl. William Bywaler Wrole
As Chinese Prisoner Affer
Being Reporied Missing

INVESTIGATION MADE

Search Coniinues For Trace
- Of Lemmon Soldier Whe
I Was Lost In Korea

kS

is Cpl. William D, Bywater of
L.emmon still alive as a prisoner
'of war in North Korea?

Is he a refugee in enemy coun-
{ry unable to return to his com-
pany within American lines?

Or did he meet a dread fate
at the hands of the enemy after
he had been wounded on the
battlefields of that far off land?

Parenls Receive Letter

These are ihe questions his
parents Mr. and Mrs. William M.
Bywater are pondering in their
minds and of which the Depart-
ment of the Army is endeavoring
to delerinine the answers.

Reporied Missing

Cpl. Bywaler was vreported
missing in action in Korea Feb.
12, 1851 when a Chinese Red
strike wiped out entire Amerjcan
divisions. No further word was
received by the distraught par-
ents here in Lemmon until Fri-
day. That day they received a
communication from Major Gen-
eral William E. Bergin, Adjutant
General of the Army, enclosing
a letter from their son  which
was dated Feb. 17, 1951, five days
after he had been reported miss-
§ing in action. ’

Found Near Place

“Cpl. Bywater's letter,” Gene-
ral Bergin wrote, was found mear
the place where he became InissS-
ing.” Attached to the letter was
an appendage writlen by Cpl
Bywater dated March 12, 1951 or
a full month after he was first
lmissed. 1t contained an appesl
Lfor help and ended with the plea
J“please Comel”

! Investigation Fressed

| Qen. Bergin assured Mr. and
‘Mrs. Bywater that the Depart-
ment of the Army would “press
Iits investigation now under way
to determine the casually status
of Corporal Bill with all possible
~moad He extended to them his

\ VEEDDLINWG

Cpl. Wm. Bywater, Jr.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Bywater of Lemmon, Cpl. By-
water has been missing in aciion
in Korea since February 12, his
parents were informed by the
defense department Sunday. He
was with the Second Division at
thqtfront in command of a small
unit.

feiler Foliows

Bill's letter which was for-
warded by Gen. Bergin read:.

“I am rewriting a letter 1 wrote
on the 9th (Feburary 1951). 1
received your letters Jan. 26.
1 also received the Testament and
{ingernail set you sent and wish
io ihank you very much. The

; ably different.

an attack in my letter of the 9th,
1 will repeat myself, Had only
one casualty, the medic with my
squad, who was hit three times.
Second platoon lost a man and
there were several minor casual-
ties. .
Had Narrow Escape
%1 had wished Dad and Boyd
both very happy birthdays. Sun-
day night we were hit hard and
1 “narrowly escaped. Monday
morning 1 got shot through the
leg and was left behind and was
discovered by the Chinese, One
took my watch and ring. They
:1eft me lying. Later Monday 1
| managed to hobble to this Gook
hut where 1 have been visited
by numerous Chinese,
Refugees
“Several children and two wo-
men refugees moved in on the
| third day, The Chinese instructed
them to feed me. Moses Garneay
of White River, S. D., was hid
out but joined me the second
night and was with me whenThe
Chinese came. They have sinte
taken him away and leff me here
4o rest and take care of mysek,
.1 don’t know how long 1 will be
‘here but almost evrry day a dif-
ferent Chinese comes and search
jes me. They hava taken all ¢f
tho walunbles except! my Teslyw.

‘text of this letter will be consider-’
Having told you |friends will be praying for his
i about losing my machine gun in,

Move In o

“1 have just joined the family
group this morning and 1they
have been picking fleas. Se far
1 have not been %J :
them but 1 surely am filthy..

“Ha;d to tell when this will
be mailed but everything can and.

by my side in my hour of need.
Please do not worry, I'll be ekay.
Love to all, Billy,”

Asks Soldier Aid

Then on the anpendage in the
same handwritin~ under the date
i)(i)f lyiarchlm, ;;‘151 wasg the fol-

wing plea adclressed to *
American Soldier.” - Any

“The bearer of this note will
guide you to the small side al-
ley and house where three of us
were kept prisoners of war by
the North Koreans who have all
left this area. Two of us fave
been wounded and owr rlasses
{:frv?&v]%ee? taken ia;;way. we are

a o try escaping to our lines
without a guide so will try this
note. - PLEASE .COME. Cpl. Wm.
D. Mam, Co. K. 8th Infantry.”

‘Receipt of this last known let-
ter written by their son has re-
jived a faint hope’ inn the minds
5f Mr. and Mrs. Bywater that he
may still be alive and some day
in some way be returned to them.
it is true ‘that the hope is_ only
a faint-one, Theé latéest date on
“he letter wad' March’ 13, 1951
I'wenty months is a ‘long, léng

— v -

rar A .

‘time. But as Corporal Bill wrote
jin_those trying bours “anything
icah and does hapen.” Until the
investigation now being conduct-
ed by the Department of the Ar-
my, crushes that hope, his par-
ents and countless number of

safety.
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«Orean War -

Hero Rites

Held Here

ity Pays Final Tribute
To Cpl. Wm. D, Bywater At
Military - Riles, Here

KILLED AS CAPTIVE

‘aken By Chinese Forces At
Battle Zone ‘After Winter
Break Through -Jn 1951

. S .

Funeral services for Cpl. wil-
am D. Bywater of Léinnion who
‘as_killed by the Chinese Reds
n March 31, 1851 “while being
eld captive in North Korea, were
eld from. Spenper ' Memorial
burch here Saturday at 2 p. m.

Brother Escotls Body -

His body, recovered by the
rmy, and returned {0 the United
tates, was broyght*home from
an  Francisco ursday night,
lis brother, Seaman Boyd By-
rater, was the escort. Boyd was
ssigned to the sad ‘duty at the
equest of Mr. and Mrs, William
V. Bywater, the parénts. Seaman
lywater went directly from the
lew London, Conp naval sta.
ion {p San Francjsco.

Pay Final Tribute

Friends of the family filled the
hurch to overflowing as they
athered to pay their final tri-
ute of respect and honor to the
cell _known young man who gave
is life for his country. Cpl By-
valer was the fourth Lemmon
nd Perkins county lad {o die on
he Korean Battle front. Business
laces  of- the city were closed
uring the funeral hour.

Rev. Ford Officiates

Rev. Chas. P. Ford, pasior of
he church, officiated during the
ervices. Alan Durick sang “He
siveth His Beloved Sleep’ and
Some Day.” Mrs. E. L. Sattler
vas the accommpanist.

Pall ‘bearers, chosen ‘rom
mong companions of his youth
nd members of Brattvet-Green
05t of the merican Legion, were
tanley Quay, Chas. Hall, John
1. Larson, Robert Sampson, John
deinjan and Mark Nehl, Full
iilitary honors were accorded by
1e_color guard and firing squad
f Brattvet-Green post in Lem-
ion cemetery.

‘bom in Lemmon

l

|

I
i - Memories of the meeting
two Lemmon lads during World
War II on far off Okinawa were
revived here last week when the
body of Cpl. William D. Bywater
of Lemmon, killed while a cap-
tive of Chinese Reds after being

-7

of lwounded on the Korean battle-

front, was brought home for fun.'
eral services and burial. Shown
above are Cpl. Bywater, left and
Roger Rien, right, also of Lem-
mon. Both men were stationed on.
Okinawa at the time. i

1

Born 3836~ - i
William David Bywater was |
December 3,
1926. He spent his boyhood and
received his edyication here, gra-
duating from” Lemimon  high
school with the class of 1944, Th
December_of thal year he enlist-
ed in the service of his country.
World War 1I was then still rag-
ing.

Served On Qkinawn

He received his basic training
at Fort McClellan, Ala, In Sep-
tember 1945 he sailed with his
division for Okinawa where he
served for one year. Receiving :
his honorahle dischurge from the
army December 8, 1946, he re-
majned in the Unorganized Re-
serves. ’

Continuved Eduneation

Returning to hir home here he
spent the next several years, con.
tinuing his education,: taking

-1 business and secrefarial training.

During summer months he held
positions with the Bureau of Re-

clamation at the district offices | ;
ihad written to them after his

here and with the Collins Cony

siruction company and .tha C. \;,A.-f |}

Wagner company, then- sub-c?:n-.
tractors on the Shadehill dam,”
Active In Youth - | -,

Here he was aclive .in school

. affairs, in Boy Scoul andin youth

work of Spencer Memorial church
in which he held membership..
Iie also held membership in Lem-
man Post Neo. 2069, Veterans of
Foreign Wars and in Brattvet-
Green post of the Aimerican-

——ficcalled To Service -

Cpl. Bywaler was recalled tor
the service of his cnunt.ry on.
October 2, 1950. He spént his 24th:
birthday on _shipboard * belweem
Japan and XKorep. Hil division:
landed at Inchon December 7 im
time to replace the almogt anni--
hilated Second Division on its
retreat south. i
Caplured By Iieds
It was on the northward push
again at a poinl near Ioensong
on February 12 that he was
wounded in battle and captured
by the Chinese Rerls. From a let-
ter written by Opl. Bywater to

this parenis and found near that

point it was learned that he was
siill a captive on March 12, 1951.
Parents Notified

Mr. and Mrs. Bywater were
notified by the Depariment of the
Army on March 4, 1951 that their
gson was missing in action. Then
followed long months of anxietv.
In November they received ano-
fher communication from Wash-
jnglon enclosing a letter their son

capiure by the Reds but had ne-
ver been mailed. Last month a

. 1 third letter ecame {o inform them
*..-1{hat it had Dbeen definitely esta-

blished that their son had been
killed March 31,. 1951 while a
captive and that his body was
being reiurned home.

Among those who came from a
distance to attend, the funeral
were Mr, and Mrs. J. S. Heaton
of Eyota, Minn., Mrs. Burton By-

Legion. -

water, Butte, . Mont, Robert
Sampson, Lake NorHen, S. p.,
Sgt. John R. Kleinjan, Rapid City
Air Force Base and Mr, and Mrs.
Allen Lewis, Deadwood, S. D.
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IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF

Gorporal William . Bywatler

WHO DIED IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY

in the military operations in Korea
on fMlarch 31, (3851

HE STANDS IN THE UNBROKEN LINE OF PATRIOTS WHO HAVE DARED TO DIE
THAT FREEDOM MIGHT LIVE, AND GROW, AND INCREASE ITS BLESSINGS.
- FREEDOM LIVES, AND THROUGH IT, HE LIVES—

IN A WAY THAT HUMBLES THE UNDERTAKINGS OF MOST MEN

A ‘ szz—u.« Anu/\
4
PRESIQENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



