






THE UNI1-,ED STKrf_:s OF AMERICA 
. 

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESEN'rs, GREETING: 

THIS IS TO CERTIF\! THAT 
THf~ PRESIDEN'l, OF THE lJNITED S'11\TES OF AMERICA 

111\S .r\.W1\llI)f~D "rllf~ 

1~>{Jl{ 1:~1-.41~ 1-1 EAl1T 
1~ S'l1\.ll 1..1 S II l~ ll l]Y (i I~Nf: RAl. (J f~ ()I{ (iE \\TASI-1 IN{i1"()N 

1\.'r NJ~\VlJlTltf,11, NI~,v Y()lll{, i\lJ(i{JS1" 7, 17112 
'rO 

illorporal William ID. W!J\llater, ~m 37 784 485, ]nfantry 

FOR WOUNI)S llECEIVED 
IN ACTION 

resulting in bis beath 31 ffiarrb 1951 

GIVEN UNl)ER MY HANl) IN THE CITY OF WASHING'rON 
fflarrlt 1953 

~J-~~ 
SEf11H-~TARV OF THE ARMY 

THIS 26t lt DAY OF 
~. 

http:S'l1\.ll
http:1:~1-.41
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OISTRll!UTION DATESTATEMENT OF DEATH 
NAME 

PAY GR: 

CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH 
OCJ BATTLE 

CJ NON-BATTLE 

EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE RELATIONSHIP DATE NOTIFIED 

CIRCUMSTANCES EXTRA-HAZARDOUS 
DUTY 

c:J YES 

I I NO 

HOME ADDRESS 

NOTE: When imprinted with the official 
aeal of The Adjutant General's 
Office, this form requires no 
si4nature. The form may be userl 
to Fae i l i tate the cashing of bonds, 
the payment of commercial insur• 
ance, or in the settlement of any 
other claim in which proof of 
death ia re4uired. When iar,ued 
to co11t11tercial inaurance companiea, 
it replaces AOO Form 0670·1· 

DATE OF BIRTH 

3 

55-·So Oak0t 
• a Vetervtns Bonws appiicJ far 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

W. E. BERGIN 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General 

EDITION OF l APR ~l MAY BE USEDT:";c~ 0670-2 
(Formerly AGO) 



;t i;z ·A'rmy Sends
lW. Bywater 

Son's Notes 
. Cpl. William Bywater Wrote 

As Chinese Prisoner After 

Being Reporled :Missing 

INVESTIGATION .l\lADE 

Seri.rch Continues For Trace 
Of Lemmon Soldier Who 

i· 
l 

Was 
.--·' 

Losl In J{orea

l 
Is Cpl. William D. Bywater of 

Lemmon still alive as a prisoner 
. of war in North Korea? 
\ Is he a refugee in enemy coun­
try unable to return lo his com­
pany within American lines? 

Or did he meet a dread fate 
at the hands of the enemy after 
he }1atl been wounded on the 
battlefields of that far off land? 

rareinls Receive Letter 
'l'hese are the questions his 

arents Mr. and Mrs. William M. 
ywater are pondering in their 
inds and of which the Depart­
ent oI the Army is endeavoring 

o determine the answers. 

p
B
m
m
t

I ii~iiorte11 nuss1t,g. 
Cpl. Bywaler was reported 

missing in action in Korea Feb. 
12 1951 when a Chinese Red 
i;t;ike wiped out entire American 
divisions. No further word was 
received by the distraught par­
ents here in Lemmon until Fri­
day. That day they received a 
communication from Major Gen­
eral William E. Bergin, Adjutant 
General of the Arm!, enclosing 
a letter from their son which 
was dated Feb. 17, 1951, five days
after he had been reported miss-

1 ing in action. · 
Found Near rlace 

"Cpl. Bywater's ·letter," Gene­
ral Bergin wrote, was found 'll!'!ar 
the place where he became :rruss­
ing. Attached t9 t~e letter was 
an appendage written ·by Cpl. 
Bywater dated March 12, 1951, or 

l a full month after he was fll"St 

Imissed. It contained an appeal 
.·for·help a11d ended w1U1 the plea 
I"Please Come!" 
I Jnvestlgati~n Pressed 
! Gen. 'Bergin -assured M:r. ·and 
. Mrs. Bywater that the D~part­
.ment of the Army would press 
I its investigation now under way

Ito determine the casualty status 
oI Corporal Bill with all possib~e 
~-ooil "He exten~ed to them his 

"I ha,;;·j~;t-joi~ed..the fal!{ily 
group this morning and 1Jiey 
have been picking fleas. ::o -:(,u 
I have not been bothererl w,'-th:' · 
them but I surely am filthy, . 

"Hard to tell when thir wilL 
be mailed but everything ca.11 and. 
does happen The Lord has been. · 
by my side in my hour of n~. 
Please do not worry, I'll be c ta.y.
Love to all, Billy," 

Asks Soldier Aid 
Then on the a::ipendage in the 

same handwritin·• under the <Ja.fe.· 
of March 12, H'51 was the .fal­
lowin~ plea addressed to "AlllY 
Amencan Soldier." · 
· "The bearer of this note wilt 
guide you to tl\e small side n.1-
ley and house where thrte o~ us 

!were kept prisoners of Wllr' bV 
the North Koreans who h;;vc- 1111 
le.ft this area. Two of us h«ve 
been wounded and our pl,tsses 

·have been taken away. We. ttre 
afraid to try escaping to our Jines 
without a guide so will try this 

C111. Wm. Bywater, .lr. note.· PLlllA.SE -COME. Cpl. W~; 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. William p.__Bywater, Co.·~ 9th Infmtry. 

Bywater of Lemmon, Cpl. By- Receipt of this last known let­
water has I?een missing in aclio_n ter written by their son has re­
in Korea smce Febn.taL'Y 12, his v'ived a faint hope-· in the minds 
parents were informed by the :,f Mr. and Mrs. Bywater that· he 
def ens~ department SU!}~ar, He may still be alive· and. some day 
was with the Second D1v1s1on at in some way be returned to them. 
the front in command of a small t is true ·,that the hope is ..only 

I unit. a faint··one;~Tbti-latest date on 
. Letter 'Foliows· ·;11e letter ~ •·Mittcli"12, 1951: 
Bill's letter which was :for- ~ep.ty monij).s is a. ·long, lb~g

warded by Gen. Bergin read: . !" · .'.' .,-.-.--'"·· · · · . ' · · 
"I am rewriting a letter l wrote Itime. But as Corporal Bill wrote 

on the 9th (Feburary 1951). I 1ln. those trying hours "anything 
received your letters Jan. 26. 1 can ~d ~oes hapf,en." Until the 
I also received the Testament and investigation now being conduct­
fingernail set you sent and wish ed .by the Department of the Ar­
to thank you very much. The my, crushes that hope, hls par­
text of this letter will be consider• , ents and . cowitless .nwnber ~f 
ably different. Having told you I friends will be praying :for hJS 
nbout }miing my machine gun in I safety, 
an attack in my letter or the 9th, IN. 
I will -repeat myseU. Had only - · · - ~ t 
one casualty, the medic with mY. \ CO. 
squad, who was h I ree me , 
Second platoon lost a man and·t th ti s ~- ~~ V'\ ~cr---.there were several minor casual-
ties.. 

llad Narrow Escape 
"I had wished Dad and Boyd , , ~ ~ Vl 

both very happy birthdays. Sun- V) .._ o,:, ~ 
day night we were hit hard a,nd "{ - ~ ti • 
I narrowly escaped. Monday '":1."' ~ ';:;.' ,. ~~ 
morning I got shot through the Q , .•, , !! 
leg and was left behind and was ,,., ~ ~ ,q
discovered by the Chinese. One ~ ~ 1 
took my watch and ring. ~ey ! ~ ~ -: ~ 

; leit me lying. Later M~nday I '-J ,q ] ~ 
!managed to bobble to this G~k, ~ ~ .i 
hut where I have been vis1tec 1 <:; ' N: \S 
by numerous Chinese. , q~ « 

Refug,e,es l\tove ln ... ~ vr""' ~l~. 
"Several children and two v.-o- ~ f ~ '-t 

Imen refugees moved in on the. ~ "" 
. third day. The Chinese instructe~ \ij Cit 7 -:::S:, Q 
them to feed me. Moses Garnenlt. ---.J l!! " ~ ~ 
Of While River, S. D., was hid , J .._... . "' ~ out but joined me the l"econd Q ...,. --9 -.J v ~ 
night and was with me whenihe } ~ N ~ 
Chinese came. They have since. t 0- ' I (
tnken him away and leif me here. \U '9 - .J ~ 
·to rest and take care oi. myse:I;, ..._. ~ ~ "S ""' ..i

11·I don't know how Jong 1 will be.. .a. ' <IC ~ i 
;here but almost evrry day a dif- ~ ; ...,\U' ~ 1 ~ 
ferent Chinese comes and search 1" ~ ...., ~ 

1es me. They hav:? laken all c-f. - ~ ...a tq ~ ,·. 
I i'ho vnlnnbles except. ~}'.' Testa'1i. i j ~ E~ •; 
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,orean war 
Hero Bites 
Beld·.Bere 

lty Pays Finni Tribute 

To Cpl Wm. D. Bywater At. . 
Military ..Rltea, Here 

~lLLED ·As CAP'I'IV.E 

'aken By C~in~ ·Forces At 

Battle Zone 'After Winter 

Ilr~ak 'I'hroug{t·,.,Jn 1951 

Funeral seryicel! • t~f Cpl. Wil­
am D: Bywat~r of :l,,murion who 
•as killed ·by ·the Chinese Reds 
n March 31, 1951 :'while !being 

·~ 

· Memories of the meeting ofj wounded on the Korean battle­
two Lemmon lads during World Ifront, was brought home for fun.· 
Wa.! II on far off Okin!Wva were eral services and burial. Shown 
revived here l~t .week when the/ above are CpL Bywater, left and 
body of Cpl. V(1lham D: Bywater Roger Rien, right, also 'Of Lem-
0.r Lemmo!1, killed while a cap- J mon. Both men were stationed on. 
bve of Chmese Reds aft& being Okinawa at the time. 1 
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eld captive in North Korea were 
eld from Spencief · Me~orial 
hurch here Saturday. at 2 p. m. 

. Brother Esco~-~ 
His body, recov~red. by the 

nny, and returQed 'to the United 
.tates, was bro9NhV_home lfrom 
,an Francisco Tqlll'sday night 
lis brother, Seaman Boyd By~ 
1a!er, was the escort.. Boyd was 
ss1gned to the snn .'auty at the 
cquest of Mr. and ·Mrs. William 
V. Bywater, the parents. Seaman 
tywater we~t directly from the 
lew Londori, Couf1;; naval sta.-
ion to San Franc sco. 

)':ay Final Tribute 
Friends or the fa~iJy filled the 

hurch to overflowing as they 
nthcred to pay their final tri-
ute of respect miq honor to the 
-:ell _known young man who gave 
is hf.e for his country. Cpl. By-
:aler was the ,fourth Lemmon 
nd Perkins county lad to die on 
he Korean Battle front. Business 
•lncP.S of· the city were closed 
uring the funeral hour. 

• · ---·- uorii-JiCJ!iM______ 
.

I William David Bywater was 
jborn in Lemmon December 3,
1926· He spent his -boyhood and 
recei_ved his edpcation here, gra-
tluatmg !1 om Lemmon high 
school wilh the clnss of 1944. Ih 
Dec~mb_e_r_o_I that year he enlist-
ed in the service or his country. 
~orld War II was then still rag-
mg. 

Servctl On Olth1awa 
He received his basic training 

at Fort MeClellnn, Alo. In Seo-
tcmber 1945 he sniled with liis 
<livision for Okinawa where he 
served for one year. Receiving 
his honorable tlischargr. from the
army 

 
December 8, 1946, he re-

m-ained in the Unorganized Re-
serves. · 

(fontinU!Cl!l E1lur.:itim1 
Retumin,g to hill. home here he 

spent the next severnl years, con_ 
tinuing his etluenlion, , taking 
business and secrnl.arfal training.
During summer months he held 
positions with the Bureau of Re-
clamalion at. the <lislrict offices 
her<> and with the CoJlins Con~, 
struction company nnd. Lhet C . .,A., I
Wagner company, ·then sub-c6n- . 

I

I
l
I

. 
Rev. Ford Officiates · 1· 

Rev. Chas. P. Ford, pastor or 
he ~hurch, oflicint-cd during the 
r,rv1{'es. Alnn Durick sang, "He · 
Hveth lUs Beloved Sleep' and 1

nd members of Braltvet-Green Here he waf: aetive .jn a::hool 
,ost of the merican Ler,fon, were , affairs, in Boy Scout and fa youth 
aa11ley Quay, Chas. Ha]l, John work of Spencer Memorial church: 
r. Larson, R.obert Sampson John in which he held membership. 
:l<>injim nnrl Mark Nchl'. Full Jfo also h<>lrl mern'lwrship in Lem-
iililnry honors were accorded by mon Post NC'. 21Jli9, Veteran.<: or 
ie rolor guard and firinq sqtrnd Foreign Wars anti in Brattvet-
f Dratfvel-Green post in Lem- , Green post of the American-
ion cemetery. 1 L<'gion. 

1·--ft.ccalle,iToService • 
:I Cpl. -Byw-atcr wns recalled to· 
the se1'\rice of. h~ country on 
Oet~bcr 2, 1950. He spent bis 24th:Ibirthday on shi})board, betweem 

;Japan ancl Korell. His. division, 
· tnndctl at 1nchon De<'embPr 7 · im 
1· time to replace_ the almo~t Rnni-· 
hi1atcrl Second Division on its 
retreat south.I-:--- Uap{urea B-y Tffitls____ 

It was on the norlhwarcl push 
gain llt a point near Hoensong 
n 1'~Pbruary 12 t11at he was 
ounded in •battle and captured 
y the Chinese rte,ts. From a let­
er written by Opl. Bywater to 
is parents and found near that 
oint it was learned that he was 
till a captive on Mar{'h 12, 1951 .. 

Paroofs Notified 
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Mr. and Mrs. •Bywater were 
notified by the Department of the 

1Army on March 4, 1951 that their 
I i;on was missing in action. ThenIfollowed long mon-ths of anxietv. 
In November they received ano­I!her comrrlunir.ation from Wai;h­

I ingfon enclosing a Jett-er their son 
- had written to them 11rter his 

Some Day." Mr!'!. .E. L. Sattler  capture by the Reds but had ne-
1as the .accom,pani,;t. I ~ ver been mailed. Last month a 

Pall bearers, chosen from tractors on the Shadehill dam.''. .. third letter came to inform themI 
mong companions of his youth Active In You01 · ', · .,. · that it had bf-en definitely esta-

1blished that their son had beenIkilled Mareh 31,, 1951 while a 
!captive and that his 'body was 
.being rrtW"ned home. 

Among those who came .irom. a 
distance to attend1 the funeral 
were Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Heaton 
of ·Eyota, Minn., Mrs. Burton By-

, water, Butte,.. Mo~t., Robe1".'t 
Sampson !Ake Norlien, S. D., 
Sgt. Johh R. Kleinjan, Rapid City 
Air Force ,Base ,and Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen Lewis, Deadwood, S. D. 



IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF 

illorporal lliilliam r. iywater 

WHO DIED IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY 

in tbe militar~ operations in lorea 
on fflarrb 31, 1951 

HE STANDS IN THE UNBROKEN LINE OF PATRIOTS WHO HAVE DARED TO DIE 

THAT FREEDOM MIGHT LIVE, AND GROW. AND INCREASE ITS BLESSINGS. 

FREEDOM LIVES. AND THROUGH IT. HE LNES-

IN A WAY THAT HUMBLES THE UNDERTAKINGS OF MOST MEN 


