UNDERSTANDING
SYMBOLS




WHAT DO THESE IMAGES MEAN
TO YOU?




DO YOU RECOGNIZE ANY OF THESE?
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF WHEN YOU SEE
THIS SIGN?

Bonus question: can you think of other ways we communicate this symbol?



WHAT ABOUT THIS IMAGE?




THESE ARE ALL EXAMPLES OF SYMBOLS:
IMAGES THAT MEAN SOMETHING OTHER
THAN THEMSELVES.

e A symbol occurs when an image takes on a common meaning among large
groups of people.

e Some ideas (like peace) can have many different symbols assigned to them.

— What kinds of symbols do we use to represent love!




SYMBOLS OF LOVE



WE CLEARLY ALREADY HAVE SOME
KNOWLEDGE OF HOW SYMBOLS WORK,
AS WE SEE AND READ THEM EVERY DAY!

* Now let’s watch a brief movie by BrainPOP Jr. to learn
more about symbols in our country :



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4h_uxDVtiA&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4h_uxDVtiA&t=17s

POST-MOVIE DISCUSSION

* Name one new thing you learned from the video.

* Were you surprised by any of the American
symbols discussed by Annie and Moby? Why or
why not!?

* How did the video help you better understand
symbols!?




LET'S REVIEW: HOW IS THE
AMERICAN FLAG SYMBOLIC?



WHY MIGHT WE HAVE CHOSEN THE BALD
EAGLE TO REPRESENT OUR COUNTRY?
WHAT DOES THE EAGLE STAND FOR?




DID YOU KNOW OUR STATE HAS ITS
OWN SET OF SYMBOLS?




WHAT DO YOU NOTICE ABOUT OUR FLAG?
HOW DOES IT REPRESENT OUR STATE?







THERE ARE MANY OTHER SYMBOLS
CHOSEN TO REPRESENT SOUTH DAKOTA.
LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT A FEW OF THEM:



https://statesymbolsusa.org/states/united-states/south-dakota

RECAP: WHAT ARE SYMBOLS?

«SYMBOLS ARE IMAGES THAT STAND
FOR SOMETHING OTHERTHAN
THEMSELVES.

— For example, we might use a red rose or red heart to tell others we love them.
— We use emojis to communicate our feelings to others through imagery.

— And when we see a bald eagle, we think of the strength and power of our country.



WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE SYMBOL
FROM TODAY'S DISCUSSION?
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