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September 15, 2008 


VA to Dedicate New National Cemetery 

What: 
The Department of Veterans Affairs will conduct a groundbreaking and dedication ceremony for the new Jacksonville National Cemetery this weekend.  The ceremony includes remarks by key VA and local elected officials, the unveiling of the dedication plaque, a ceremonial ground breaking and military honors.
Who: 
Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs William F. Tuerk

When:
Sunday, Sept. 21, at 2 p.m.

Where:
Gateway R/C Club


3461 Lannie Road


Jacksonville, Fla. 32218
Directions:
Parking for the ceremony will be located at the Jacksonville International Airport Economy Parking Lot 3.  From Interstate 95, follow Airport Road toward the airport and turn right onto Pecan Park Road.  Follow the signs to Economy Parking Lot 3.  Buses will shuttle guests to and from the ceremony site.  Parking and shuttle service are free of charge.  Guests are highly encouraged to carpool and arrive by 12:00 p.m.
Contact:
James Rich, National Cemetery Administration



Office: (202) 461-6240



Cell: (202) 615-0636


Background: The new 526-acre national cemetery in Jacksonville, Fla., will serve veterans' burial needs for at least the next 100 years. The cemetery is located north of the Jacksonville International Airport and approximately five miles from Interstate 295. The initial construction will consist of a 20-acre early burial area with temporary facilities and will be followed by the second stage of the construction project. When completed, the 52-acre Phase 1 development will provide 8,145 full-casket gravesites, including 7,300 pre-placed crypts, 5,100 in-ground cremation sites and 4,992 columbarium niches.
