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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In the winter of 1609-10, La Villa de Santa Fe was founded
as the seat of government for the northern frontier of the
Viceroyalty of New Spain (Mexico) one of the major divisions of
the Spanish Colonial empire. Construction of the Palace of the
Governors was begun and the Plaza was laid’'out. ’

Basically, Santa Fe has had three types of architecture all
of which are still present. The Spanish - Pueblo style
resulted from a combination of architectural forms developed in
Spain and brought by the colonizers with the indigenous
structures of the neighboring pueblo Indians and was the
dominating.pattern:for New Mexico buildings until after the
Civil War. Massive adobe structures consisted of rectangular
rooms .with earth floors. ' The flat roofs were supported by
vigas (logs) placed on top of the walls about 30 inches apart.
Small branches or slats (latias) were placed diagonally or at
right angles to the vigas to form the ceiling. On the exterior
of the roof, weeds or grass were placed covered by tamped
earth. Roofs were slightly graded so that water would drain
into wooden spouts in the fire walls (parapets) which crowned
the walls. Unbroken large wall surfaces in relation to doors
and window openings prevented temperature loss. The houses
were usually built around an inner patio which was surrounded
by portales (porches). The outer walls contained few doors
and windows for easier defense. Santa Fe still has many houses
of .this type, although they have been slightly modified over
the years, which create a "collective facade" in the older
portion of the city. "aw % : : e

After..United States occupation in 1846 and especially after
the Civil war, the Territorial style evolved from the earlier
Spanish-Pueblo. Fired bricks which were.produced locally were
used as coping for the exposed adobe fire walls. The bricks
were often arranged so as to form a decorative pattern along
the tops of the roofs. Commercially milled windows and door
frames, often with a double hung sash, replaced handmade ones.
The round posts formerly used to support the portales were
replaced by rectangular wooden columns and often painted. The
exterior walls were covered with lime and later cement stucco
was applied.

In the latter half of the 19th century, stone was increas-
ingly used in the Santa Fe area in the construction of new
buildings which represented architectural trends popular in
the eastern and midwestern sections of the United States as
well as in European countries. Much of this influence was due
to the importation of European artisans to Santa Fe by

Archbishop John B. Lamy for the building of St. Francis
Cathedral. After completing the construction of the Cathedral
and Loretto Chapel, many of these artisans remained in Santa Fe

(See Continuation Sheet)
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A proposed historical distri t. for: the!city of Santa. Fe is
extremely vital for many reasons.- Established in 1610, Santa
Fe is the oldest capital city in'the United States.  The ready
availability of federal and other matching funds for such
undertakings as highway construction, model cities, urban
renewal necessitates a comprehensive historical preservation
plan to protect the sites, buildings and street patterns so
that the integrity of Santa Fe will not be lost. In recent
years, several projects have seriously altered portions of the
city. An historical district which will encompass the entire
portion of the city which has had a continuity of three
centuries of development is much more protective than a
building by building preservation activity.

The propdsed district in general ihcludes the area of the
Lt. J. F. Gilmer map of 1846 and encompasses the region of the

earliest known map of Santa F

e, that of Joseph de Urrutia,. in

1766. "The district also contain
narrow street pattern developed
Major routes into the Santa Fe P

s the original extant twisting,
during the Spanish. period..
laza, all of which were

|designated on the..Gilmer,map, are included in the proposed,

district. These consist of 17th century Camino Real (Royal
Road) from Mexico City through Chihuahua (Agua Fria); the road

.|to the Galisteo basin;:continua
the Santa Fe Trail and Canyon R
old Indian trail through the mo

tion of the Camino Real to Taos;
oad which was originally the
untains to Pecos Pueblo.

{three and one half centuries reflecting Spanish - Pueblo,

The oldest building in Santa Fe, although modified at various
periods, is the Palace of the Governors construction of which
was begun in 1610. Numerous structures erected during the

Territorial and non-indigenous architecture still exist within
the proposed Santa Fe Historical District. The following
structures and sites have already been placed in both the
National Register of Historic Places and the New Mexico
Register of Cultural Properties: The Plaza (17th century);
Donaciano Vigil House (19th century) ; Palace of the Governors
(17th century); Barrio de Analco (1L7th century). Also within
the proposed district, the following structures and sites have
(See continuation Sheet)
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No. 7. DESCRIPTION continued

and continued to build in their native style. Representatives of
this architectural period are such structures as the U. S. Court-
house, St. Francis Cathedral, Hesch House, Spiegelberg-Spitz
House, Francisca Hinojos House and the Loretto Chapel. These
structures have added to the rich architectural history of Santa
‘Fe and possess an historical integrity of their own. Thus, they
too are justifiably worthy of preservation.

No. 8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

e2n placed in the New Mexico Register of Cultural Properties and

have been nominated for entry in the National Register of Historic
Places: I

Gregorio Crespin House (18th century)

Acequia Madre (eastern section to Garcia St. - 17th century)
Spiegelberg-Spitz House (19th century)

Loretto Chapel (19th century)

Fort Marcy Ruins (19th century)

United States Courthouse (19th century)

La Conquistadora Chapel (18th century)

The following Santa Fe Historic District properties have been
placed in the New Mexico Register of Cultural Properties:

* Felipe B. Delgado House (19th century)
Site of La Castrense (18th century)

s Nicolas Ortiz House (18th century)

*Chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe (18th century)

«~ Stone Warehouse (19th century)
"¢ Roque Tudesqui House (19th century)
Chapel of San Miguel (18th century)
St. Michael's Dormitory (1l9th century)
> Boyle House (18th century)

Juan Jose Prada House (18th century)

-E1l Zaguan (19th century)

‘Borrego House (18th century)

Cristo Rey Church and Reredos (20th & 18th centuries)
Juan Rodriguez House (18th century)
¢« Francisca Hinojos House (19th century)
© Sena Plaza (19th century)
" St. Francis Cathedral (19th century)

Padre Gallegos House (19th century)
¢ Roque Lobato House (18th century)
Pinckney R. Tully House (1l9th century)
- Rosario Chapel and Cemetery (19th century) ‘
Hesch House (19th century); Prince Plaza (19th century)
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