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On April 26, 1922, a board of officers composed of 
Assistant Secretary of War J. M. Wainwright, Army 
Chief of Staff John J. Pershing, and Quartermaster 
General Harry L. Rogers, adopted a new headstone 
design to be used for all graves except those of the 
Civil War (Union and Confederate) and Spanish

"General" Headstone 

Figs. 2-3. The Maltese cross emblem of belief (left) on the 

proto-General headstone resembled the German iron cross 

(right).Berlin State Library Digital Collections: 

digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/werkansicht? 

PPN=PPN68002929X&PHYSID=PHYS_0003&DMDID=DMDLO 

G_00Ol, accessed Dec.13, 2017. 

Only 2,200 units of the proto-General were produced 

and placed on graves between mid-1918 and the late 

1920s, based on information gathered in the field and 

written military records. Surviving examples of this 

headstone demonstrate the failures. Measuring 30" 

tall and 2.5" thick, the upright slab was too light and 

fragile to stay in place, despite a tapered width of 10" 

at the top and 10.5" at the base. (Figs. 4-5) The use of 

poor quality marble also led to illegibility.6 Less than 

two dozen of these headstones have been located in 

NCA cemeteries, including Beaufort, South Carolina; 

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri; Natchez, Mississippi; 

and Richmond, Virginia. However, the number will 

dwindle as the headstones become illegible and 

"unserviceable," and NCA will replace them with the 

General upright 

American War. 

At 230 pounds, the marble upright General is far more 

robust than its predecessors. (See sidebar, page 41, Fig. 

6) It features the slightly rounded top, measures 42" 
long, 13" wide, and 4" thick. The original inscription 
on the front includes the name of the veteran, rank, 
regiment, division, date of birth and death; the state of 
origin was later dropped. (Figs. 7-8) Besides extended 
service information as compared to nineteenth-century 
inscriptions, the Army introduced final designs for 
two optional emblems of belief. A Latin cross for the 
Christian faith and a Star of David for the Hebrew 
faith were "accepted by all members" of the respective 
faiths. They were inscribed within a circle (or rosette) 
at the top center. (Fig. 9)7 The inscription policy, 
revised in 1946, includes the conflict, "World War I," 
on headstones. The emblems of belief are raised within 
a recessed rosette or circle. (Figs. 10-11) 

Fig. 7. Drawing of General headstone, 1920. 

NARA College Park. Figs. 4-5. Proto-General headstone in a cemetery and on paper. 

NARA College Park. 
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