December 9, 1896 — June 22, 1962






December 9, 1896 — Born in Everly, Clay County, lowa

1909 — Moved to Sturgis, South Dakota

1918 — Graduated from Dakota Wesleyan University, Mitchell, South Dakota

1918 — Served in World War I as a private in the United States Marine Corps and also
served in the United States Army and the United States Marine Corps Reserves
1920 — Graduated from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois

1920-1922 — Assistant Editor at Epworth Herald, Chicago, Illinois

1922-1925 — Telegraph Editor and Editorial Writer for the Rapid City Daily Journal
1925-1931 - Editor and Publisher of the Hot Springs Star

1931-1946 — Editor and Publisher of the Custer State Chronicle

1931-1933 — Member of the State Regents of Education

1937-1951 - Elected to Congress as a Republican

1950-1962 — Elected to the United States Senate

June 22, 1962 — Passed away in Bethesda, Maryland






The Boy from the Black Hills

The train rattled and chuffed its way west across the prai-
rie. Tt was a fall day—cool, Indian summer style—but the coach
windows were open for air, in spite of the soot and cinders.
The youngster leaning out in order not to miss anything wore a
little felt hat pulled down to his ears. His mother wondered
when it would blow off. They were going “Out West”—“In-
dian Country”—where adventure lurked behind every blade of
grass.

The family had been travelling for two days on the North-
western Railroad—departure from Marathon, Towa, destina-
tion Sturgis, South Dakota. The year was 1909, and Mary Ellen
Grannis Case was shepherding her five young ones as they jour-
neyed out tojoin her husband Herbert. Herbert Llywellyn Case,
minister of the gospel, was answering a call to the Black Hills
for the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Herbert and Mary had married at her father’s farm in Vernon,
Minnesota, but he was from Iowa. Because of his ministry they
had moved every couple of years. The five children were born
in five different towns in Iowa: Joyce, the eldest, in 1895, in
Renwick; Francis, 1896, in Everly; Leland, 1900, in Wesley;
Caroline, 1903, in Swaledale; and Esther, 1907, in Marathon.

When Herbert accepted the call to South Dakota, he sold
his fast horse for $125 and used it to pay for his railway tickets.
They were for an “emigrant car,” a boxcar that the railroad
made available at special rates to people moving into the new
ritories, and coach tickets for his wife and children to follow
l{en everything he and Mary felt was worth moving, he
d into the boxcar: two young horses, Dolly and Queen,
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The Case family about 1910—(upper left) Mary Grannis Case with Carol and
Esther. (center) Joyce, (upper right) Herbert Llywellyn Case with Carol and Esther
(lower lefi) Francis, (lower right) Leland
their cow and some chickens; farm and shop tools; bedding
clothes, and kitchen utensils; their golden oak bedroom set ags

their new Epworth piano, a mahogany beauty that ]chen? 0

learning to play. Then he climbed in himself. Off he W;e for

western South Dakota to begin his ministry and t€ prep

the rest of his family. '

Neighbors in Marathol

ily b¢

the fam il

a basket for ” ioﬂaﬂes,
- SO fnar‘ ﬁVe m -_..rﬂey‘
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After a year in Sturgis, Herbert moved his family to be more
strategically located for his work in the whole area. He chose a
spot 10 miles out of town and a mile north of Bear Butte. He
picked up a “relinquishment,” a claim that someone had not
been able to “prove up” on (acquire permanent title to from the
government by making improvements to it within the time allowed)
He acquired a small two-room house not too far away and moved
it to the new site with the help of his friends.

The site they picked for their house was an historic one.
Generations of Indians had raised their tipis on that spot, gath-
ering there for ceremonies at Bear Butte, as they had for cen-

turies. The great meeting of 1857 had taken place there when
Crazy Horse had joined his father in pledging to drive the White
Man out of the Hills country forever. Where they had camped
you could still see tipi rings, circles of stones that had been
gathered to hold down the coverings of their lodges. The tipi
rings were the source of much of the material the men gathered
for a foundation for the Cases’ home.

The house was really quite substantial, for a claim struc-
ture. It was sheathed in rusty tin embossed to look like brick.

There were two rooms. One room was divided by a curtain.
The parents took one half for their bedroom and the girls, the
other. The boys slept on a couch in the second room where the
piano and the rest of their simple furnishings were. Their golde"
oak bedroom set and some of their best things they left in
parsonage in Sturgis, which they still maintained. X
There was a well on the claim, but the alkali water ¥

some getting used to. Often they took their spring Yvago:w !
some clean milk cans and went off to the neighbors ’fiozse the
water. Sometimes good water carce, and ! ethe coffe®
same potful to boil their m en to MAX°

The Boy from the Black Hills
They dug another well, but : .
L ictanc they coul(]t:z::,tzr&??t:rm to be dry; Dad lined
cool down there. They built
approached by wagon on th
quartered below.

Life became full of new things for the children. Everyone
had QhOFeS to do..Francis helped with the plowing. Joyce and
the girls helped with cooking and with keeping the little house
neat. Leland fildn’t like milking the cow much or the smell of
her quarters in the shed, but he’d cut a switch for Carol, and
she’d keep the flies off both him and the cow while he milked
and told her stories. That’s the way the milking was done. Dad
also set Leland to clearing a fire break around the buildings
with the plow—he knew the terror of a prairie fire in those parts.
Twice around with the plow made a six-foot swath.

Leland developed a line of traps for jackrabbits. They were
good eating. He and Carol and Peggy would roam out across
the claim, winter and summer, checking the traps. Leland did
this with care, so the rabbits he caught would be in good con-
dition when he got them home for the table.

He found some old round cheese boxes, and he used some
of them to build a pigeon house up on the shed roof. Francis
and Leland had earned a BB gun, a Daisy Air Rifle, by selling
subscriptions to the magazine Youth Companion. They would
shoot at the pigeons and then have meat for supper-‘They ‘ear,“ed
to poke around by the creek with a length _Of pipe a?d Pf‘r‘_“eg
frog to the ground. Then they would take him home for

frog’s legs. They also fished in the creek.
Alws)’s whezl Leland and Carol were out he wo:l:o;:l; :ef
stories—about going out West, finding treasure, an

Venturous things. 9

and vegetables in the
a cowshed; the hayloft could be
¢ up-hill side, and the cow was
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§ job to get the chickens ready for g,
Jonu, Usually they would select the Chicken
when that ¥ he yard and swing it until it was dxzzy.enough 0
take it U e chop its head off. This particular i,

be dealt ";itiht’hir;’d choot it with their gun. The swinging hadp,
they decide L 2 e hicken the first time, s0 Leland reacheg
quite imr

for it to swing it again, just as Fralzjmls gu‘ll(‘;ftihtehrz trigger. The
BB hit him right in the lower lip and lodg b aoct

Their father, who had always Yvanted to be a dociOER
for the bottle of Listerine on the kitchen she!ﬁ got the 1_33 out
with a toothpick and cleaned the wound vylth the antiseptic.
Otherwise the family would have had to hitch up the wagon
and dash 10 miles to Sturgis to the doctor—the fear of lockjaw
was very real to them.

But Dad was angry, too; so angry that he demanded the air
rifle, and the boys never saw it again. Forty years later Leland
was poking around the foundation of the house, which was
long gone, and found the rusting spring and part of the barrel

of the rifle, which Dad must have slipped into a hole under the
flooring and left there.

There were still signs around
of buffalo that had been almost
land. One weathered buffalq sku
and years later i Tucson it K
those early days, o

It wasn’t g w

ovee’s, thejr

|t was the DOY
was then

Bear Butte of the great herds
obliterated from this prairie
ll_they found Leland kept—
8 In his office, a reminder of

Nearest neightyorg Played baseball over at Ezra

: - N€re was plenty of “h;
o seck S plenty of “hide
d the wingey they mage e o aoe-covered ground
elight was the ¢ vmen;in th e o
ump g ehsnow_ One source of
¢ the army post loc
ated
d been founded during
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 [ndian Wars. Families leaving when the

mtwould deposit all kinds of treasures ther.

s Out on the claim there was a big cor
rance. At the post dump they found a d
spanish American War. T}?ey brought it home and naileq it onto
the post, and topped it with an old hat. From then on the en-
trance post was known as “Old Man.” They went to the dump
with Dad one day; he found a big wheel from a washing ma-
chine, and a child’s broken rocking chair, and some chunks of
wood. He used them as parts to make a merry-go-round. One
child would sit on it, and another would walk around and
around. That was how they gave each other rides.

Fort Meade also was where they got firewood. Mr. Case
got a permit from the adjutant to take deadfalls in the woods of
the military reservation. That kept the fires going in winter and
provided for the cooking all year round. Hot water for baths
was heated in a big tub on a stove they had also found at the
dump.

In the evenings they played carroms, snapping rings across
a board that had a pocket in the end—Mother liked that, and

when the pocket wore out, she crocheted another one. And
checkers and dominos. And jigsaw puzzles made from Pictures
torn from old magazines and glued onto thin wood, which they
cut into pieces. And they sang. Joyce went every two weeks
into town to the Sisters at St. Martin’s Academy foT piano les-
sons, and at home she loved to play. They would sing ‘hym;is s
;i_;ld the tunes of the day, such as “Hello Central, Give Me
caven, for My Momma’s There”. ’

The parents loved to sing. Sometimes for church sonclta:ll:

they would dress up, and Joyce would accompany them 0

_ ile the
Piano. Sometimes they all sang parts and rounds i 1

Ir tour of duty wag
e fora child g find.
NEr post at the en-
iscarded uniform_
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chimney ecaul o trouble that year at the Homestake Mine

There Was g miles away. The. company moungeg :
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The children played with the Bovees, and sometimes they’d
20 to town together. On the Fourth of July Mr. Bovee loaded
them all into his big wagon and they went in to see the fire-
works. After the show Mr. Bovee took them all over to the
hamburger wagon and ordered big ones for everybody—and
another one if anyone could eat it. This was a special treat
because, on their own, Dad and Mother would have had to

order one for each two of them, and they’d have to share.
Not all the neighbors were like th

e i near Bear Butte.
“Am They pugheq the dooe; ((: " the edge of the ne

There non | ighbor’s
q ; Was Carlo’e 1: 1ts cre i
'nz :fl'q(ifeww rlo hs » Stretche ouiky hinges and
Pair of ©Y Spotted the neigthn the wall to
eland had & € mitten ) Or man
0 £0 on SU d S! Wear-
12 nd t h » ]earn With Pe < &
lang recalleq e t We used
> at w

at wag

The Boy from the Bilgcy Hillg
called the May Schoolhouse, cast of Bear
of the additional IOCﬂ(.lOnS where My, ¢
vices to better serve his people.) One §
home there was evidenc.e that Peggy ha
happened two.Sundays In a row and the family served an ulti-
matum that this would stop or Peggy would 20. Well, T con-
fided the matter to Peggy and the next Sunday there was n

But the second Sunday following we came home and here was

evidence that I found over in a gulch a little ways from the

house that she had eaten another chicken.

“Well, this was a pretty desperate situation. I took Peggy

over to the scene of the crime. She knew that she had done
wrong, I mean she did not want to go with me, but I forced her
to go and I would rub her nose into the half devoured wings or
whatever. Although I myself would have rather been horse-
whipped, I had a stick and I beat her and then I would rub her
nose in it and beat her again. She whined and howled, and it
was pitiful. This went on for quite a while, but from that mo-
ment on she never touched a chicken. In fact, she used to seem
to enjoy letting the little ones jump all over her.”

Mr. Case got an itinerant photographer to come out to the
claim in his buggy one day, and the whole family lined up for a
picture—Momma in the middle in her chair; Esther by her knge
with her favorite doll; Joyce, the tallest, behind her; Carol with
her doll, beside Francis; Leland with the dog Peggy at his side;
and Dad in his jacket and tie. =

Later someone took a picture of Leland by th? Shed'h 3
Was standing with a gun in his hand and a porcupin® l;le ?m
bagged placed on a barrel beside him. They insisted on't ; gble
because it made good picture, but he never f(::lt coln;\fo rZCk
about it because he knew he had killed the porcupine with 13‘

Butte, (This wag one
ase wag holding ser.
unday when we Came
d eaten a chicken. This

othing,
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spring drove his circuit with the
i __are what made his tripg
X him, even thoug},
roadS Y . a lot out of % g
The ! g his territory fotvas away, and MaTy was there
ften h€ th her bright spirit and inven-
all read a lot, and
he could hardly re-
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ith lessons. They
rol at such an early age, S
~ . when she did not read.
» on 120 acres du
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The year was abadf;)i?:d Oihe pank failed, and times were

1 S > 3
ﬁﬁ.ﬁtﬁ:gazee Zzgg‘ibuted 60 barrels of clothing that yea:J to
needy Methodist families, all gifts from p§o.ple who were bet-
ter off. Altogether he helped over 500 individuals who needed
support.

The scarcity of good water and the paucity of decent roads
were two things that remained in the memory of Francis Case
his whole life. Years later as a member of Congress, water and
roads were two of his major interests, and his record in the
House and the Senate for 26 years proves it.

These djays of few resources stayed with the
ever. They didn’t know they were

other people who had less than th

bread and milk, but that was good. They never seemed to qua
uar-

rel. They were very ha
pPpy, and they |
In 1912 Herbert Case accepted . ove'd' i

: an 3
Ezf: rge ,SIF perintendent of the Chey additional assignmen; He
even m(;reetr::;:teol?yf thI?r Methodist Church, This distﬁ:tfcthe o
B : oV
14 m the Black Hills to the Missourj R?\l/:?

P N

ring that year. That land

later.
was to stand them

family for-
poor! They felt sorry for
ey had. They ate a lot of

The Boy from the Black Hills

Herbert and Mary wanted their children to have the best
possible education, so they moved the family to Mitchell, some
70 miles east of the Missouri. Herbert stayed behind. His head-
quarters were at Philip, and he rode the train, rode horseback,
hitched rides, and walked to cover that immense West River
territory. He established little Methodist churches throughout.
It was hard, pioneering work.

For the family, Mitchell was a change from the prairie home
near Bear Butte. It was a town. On Pennington Avenue they
rented a house that had a big garden and room to raise chick-
ens. The older children went to Dakota Wesleyan Academy,
which was operated by Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell,
as so many smaller-town colleges did in those days.

Leland found several new ways to help with the family fi-
nances. He would take a basket and go to the Turner Cream-
ery, down near the railroad tracks, to get cottage cheese. He’d
take Carol with him, and they would sell the cheese from door
to door. He figured Carol brought him more customers. The
family didn’t like the cottage cheese from the creamery as well
as what they made at home—the creamery made it with pas-
teurized milk, and they could taste the difference—but they
could get more and sell more that way. Leland had a list of
regular customers, as well as ones he encountered along the
way, and if there were any left he’d bring it home.

The two of them also sold chickens. He and Carol would
help Mother clean and dress them. Then off they’d go, selling
chickens for 50 cents apiece. Some of their customers lived so
far out :chat they’d take the one-seater buggy. A woman on the
other side of town had a standing order with them for two
fryers every Thursday. Once when they went to her house, Carol

was left outside holding the horse’s reins while Leland went in
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leA 4 to offered him cookies, he

livere ) me for o

When peoP h g;ockets so he’d h'alzefrsssting H(;a}:ol.. Thig

ram them nto Fered him cake wit . A e§ltated

ime the woman :] his. The woman looked out the windgq,
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cakeT\l:ithn:]iSéd o a big house on South Edmunds Street that
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yard without room for so much enterprise. Mary tgo fm V;;O
young Englishmen as boarders. They werc;: studying for the
ministry. She also took a girl in about Joyce’s age, .Who shared
a room with Joyce and was to help Mother by doing some of
the housework.

What with schooling and Bible reading, the children were

learning a lot. Leland liked to show Carol off. He’d prompt her
to recite a verse of scri

pture. Then he’d say, “Now she’ll do it
backwards.” So Caro]

] would turn around and recite it again
with her back to her audience,

During much of the year in Mitchell, Mr. Case was away

m home, and Mary took care of i
In 1913 Mr. Cage took a ch of the family by herself.
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They went swimming at several of the establish
whc're warm water from the springs had drawn people over the
centuries. Leland taught Carol to swim. At Mammoth Plunge

or Evans or Minnekahta Plunge they’d spend hours perfecting
floating, swimming underwater, or picking up stones from the
pottom. Leland sold Fuller Brush products door-to-door and
mowed the lawn at the house of a prominent family for 10
cents an hour, plus cookies—and the lady really knew how to
bake cookies. iy

Leland discovered theater. He loved acting, directing, and
putting on plays in school. They. als.o would go to band con-
certs at the Battle Mountain Sanitarium. . .

Someone gave the family a duck for a bollday gift. Lel'and
became quite fond of it and named it Suzie. He even built a
little pen for it outside. He would go out and sit on the t?uggy
seat and quack at Suzie and she wou}d quack back at him. A
girl named Rose who came from Oelnchs. worked for the fantn-
ily, and she often teased Leland .about his duck. When Su_ne
eventually grew old, Mr. Case k}lled and dressed her for din-
ner, and they had roast duck. This was one meal when_Leland
didn’t eat meat. After dinner, he carefully took the tail bone,
cleaned it and let it dry for a couple of days, and then wrapped
it in tissue paper. He mailed it to Rose, who was back h-onle by
this time. The card he enclosed read, “The End of‘ Suzie. i

Leland and a friend built a boat. They floated it do(vivr;own
River, pulled it back upstream with a rope.and ﬂoa{)ﬁi1 g
again. They had to keep caulking it to keep it aﬂf)at(i b
handy to drift along and get frogs with a hook baite: R
Piece of cloth. Leland would dress them—some pretty

size, and the legs would be great eating.

ments in town,
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family then moved to Spe he attended classes at Spearfish
high school for Leland there, sq ea
N5 mal. the teachers’ college in that part of the state. He was
quoi:e p;oud of the fact that he had done well in a college set-
(ln&in 1917 Herbert Case took on a different kind ofwork, as
financial agent for the Deaconess Hospital at Rapid City (now
known as the Bennett-Clarkson Hospital), which principally
meant he was raising money for the institution. He learned to
drive the hospital’s old Model T runabout to facilitate his work.
Leland attended Rapid City High School. He did well in
English composition and got high marks for his writing. He
reported on high school news for the Rapid City Daily Jour-
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Her form is in the mis

ty cl 3
Her presence ever nigh. y clouds

The fire commands me to be pure
The stars look down on me. y

The clouds reveal thejr lining,
...And, T am kept for her and thee.

And the following, written as America was getting into the
first world war:
I Follow

I'hear the tread of tramping feet,
I hear the bugle call.

The creaking leather — groaning guns,
I hear, I feel it all.

I see, I hear, I feel, I know,
For, since the world began

Men have followed men to war,
I know — I am a man.

Yes, the boys are marching by,
They too have heard that call,

And answered, true, as men will do
— I too shall give my all.

Francis graduated from Dakota Wesleyan in the spring of
1918 and came back to the Case home at Rapid City. The na-
tion was at war with Germany. Francis® forebears had served
in the American Revolution and the Civil War, and he was de-
termined to enlist in the armed forces rather than waiting for
the draft. He decided on the Marine Corps, and that meant
80ing to Denver. He was to catch the train down the line near
Hem“’sa, 25 miles or so south of Rapid City.
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CHAPTER Tw(

THE PREPARATION

D'isappointment spread across the face of twelve-year-old
Francis and the other Case children when they heard the con-
ductor call out, “Scooptown.” The younger ones who began to cry
were comforted by their mother, Mary. All had believed Sturgis
was the next town. They had been riding across South Dakota all
day and thought they would soon be met by their father. They
discovered, however, that “Scooptown” was the local name for
Sturgis, a boom town in western South Dakota filled with settlers
and soldiers from Fort Meade. In 1909 it was also the new parish
for Herbert Case, a Methodist minister.:

The Cases were of English extraction. Mary’s ancestors
migrated to New England before the 1650s and included such
patriarchal names as Fairbanks, Sumner, Ashley, and Higbee.
Her father, Samuel Grannis, moved from New England to
Mankato, Minnesota, where he became a moderately successful
businessman. The history of the Case name is less clear. Family
records start with Jonathan Case who was living in New York by
the 1750s. He had a large family; a standard Case story was that

Jonathan had twelve boys and each one had four sisters. One
grandson, Jerome I., established a farm machinery company,
which bears the family name.? Herbert's father left the New York
family home for Iowa following the Civil War where he farmed
and practiced veterinary surgery. . -

Herbert graduated in 1893 from Upper Iowa University, a
small Methodist college at Fayette, and was ordgined the follow-
ing year. He served a number of small churches in western lowa
before moving to South Dakota. His movement can be traced

Franeis Case, 21 Aug. 1938, Drawer 2, Francis Case Collection. Layne Library,
leot: &:{:xn'm.istrtl};y.rhd’llwhcll. . Dak. (Inru!u'r cited as FCC); telephone conversation with Caroline
Y , Hot Springs, 8. Dak,, 31 Mar, 1975, o
N (zhl‘;‘l‘::d g:u, E;'nh-'.Amnl.nu and Descendants of Herbert Lleyellan Case and Mary Ellen C:sro‘]dun:
finished manuseript, 1944, copy in possession of author; “Line of Our Fairbanks and Leland Families, ; a:.
Home, Dad, and Mother, Drawer 184, FOC; Leland D. Case and Edith E. H, Grannis, eds., New Hampshire to
Minnesota: Memoirs of Samuel Higbee Grannis (Tucson; privately published, 1962), pp. 11937,
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HIH“TORICAL COLLECTIONS
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i : Joyce was born ;
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wick on 4 J,“lyl S8 May 1900; Caroline in Swaledale o 12
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ts(;a;il;ein the town parsonage a year before he bought a relin-
quishment to a homestead outside of town. It.a_llowed him to
serve the outlying parts of the parish more efficiently, but the
move prevented the children from attending school fqr one year.®
Living on the claim permitted Francis to experience two of
the greatest problems faced by the people of the region, the lack
of water and inadequate roads. The Case family chose a poor time
to start homesteading. Farmers and ranchers on the Great Plains
always face the problem of limited rainfall. In 1910 and 1911 rain-
fall was below normal and drought conditions existed. Francis
::mle(lil the crops die and livestock suffer. Several years later,
recangtthe problems that his family experienced.
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) Case family on the claim; fro left to right:
Caroline, Francis, Joyce, Mary, Esther, Leland, and Herbert.

In 1912 Reverend Case was appointed superintendent of the
Cheyenne River District, a responsibility that required him to
travel the area between the Missouri River and the Black Hills.
He sold the homestead and moved his family to Mitchell, a town

f sixty-five hundred in southeastern South Dakota where the
:hilsdrei,x could attend Dakota Wesleyan Academy. In 1913 the
position was abolished when the district was merged with the
Dakota Conference. He returned to the Black Hills, movmg toa
new pastorate in Hot Springs, a town of about two t.ho(;lsan tp:o—
ple. In 1917 he left the active mintls};ryft% b;ic;né?t:; ﬁ’?‘lhriie;ea:

1 i ital of Ra .
7 MethOdlite(? :2C(I)\;I,::ls(ai'),sxlcﬁnnesota, where he became ar;
e l{wsurance companies, served a small Cor:gregatlona
i fo: Il;;mberton, and cared for Mary's parents.’ g
chu"zl; t?:ough the father was absent for muc{xhof tltle (t:n;iaarl; th:
i i tion longer than tw rs,

f?)r'xllcijlrye: m:gel"r’z: l:egr:ctl:? Both pgarents instilled in the
chi

8. Herbert Case, "Historical Sketches"; Goddard interview, Mitchell, S. Dak., 28 Sept. 1974.
8

FENEY

Mary and Herbert Case
on their fiftieth wedding anniversary, August 1944,

children the philosophy of the Methodist church and the
temperance movement. Bible reading, daily prayer, and sermons
provided Francis with religious and moral codes that were to
guide him during his entire life. As an adult, he remained a
devout Methodist and abstained from alcohol and tobacco.

At the same time, life had its lighter side. Case’s mother and
father took an active part in community social activities and often

led singing at gatherings. Herbert in articula j ical
Jokes, such as hiding in his sulk g AL L ey

. ¥ and allowing it to be pulled a
Eilses by Halloween pranksters before surprisi%g them.’ r1)365‘*1)“9
gradll.?agtez:i %';:)::Irl ;){fo tscshoqhng and the constant moving, Francis
Hheagit i 0 prings High School in the spring of 1914 at

er of hours ip, f, s Sroup System, which
ated minorg, Tl?: ; 8eneral fields, as well
S. Dak,, 2

u
1 Sept. 197 S bl remedy
- 1952, Folgep: S. 2444 114 telephone
*5: 2444, Drawe, 1y FCo VeTsation w;
~FCC. th Goddard, 31 Mar.

O unre]
9: Myrle Cas, 1
“Case to g, J.E. ‘:thelr‘“ew in Custer,

12 Fep,




(4 MAN FROM THE HILLS

d that Leland drive his brOther t
ihe little old family Ford. The boys caljeg it

Hermosa I £ ause they were always having trouble With
“Wounded Knee” 57 there were no graded roads, really, g,
it. To get tO g::::;srz sinks of “blue gumbo” that would acgy,_
::zlzzszzsdzr the fenders and stop the car. Halfway through
one such wash, the car groaned to a stqp. i

“It was one of the worst moments in my life, Leland re-
called. “T was driving, and here was my br other gomg.oﬂ' to
war. If  didn’t get him to Hermosa in time, he would miss the
train and then he would be drafted and that would be ignominy
without end for the family. I insisted that he stay in the car
while I do the dirty work. I rolled in the mud so much that day,
a day later my trousers would stand by themselves in the corner.

“Along after midnight we pulled out of the mess and rolled

Mary Case suggeste




T e yorld
eriences ona larger stage Chicago-
paris! When my own life took advent
these 1 felt them ke;cnly, lal}.\*cd about
about them to faqnly and friends. Yet nowhere in any of Leland’s
writings at the time or afterward do YOU ever get the fecling
at these moves were not the most natura] thing in the word
The adventure was not lost on Leland’s elder sister Joyce,
nowever. In aletter to Leland in September, she wrote: “| have
peen waiting ever since 3rd of July, A D. 1926 to get a letter
from my little brother and I am still waiting. You are sure one
smart boy. You are going to have a wonderful experience and
one that will be an education in itself. Just one thing, Leland,
please don’t bring any French girls back with you.

“What is there I can send you when you are so far away?
I'm afraid cookies wouldn’t keep that long, or would they.
Esther writes you are sending her a dress. How do you dare to
pick out such an article for the female species?

“I am not saying how much work the three youngsters can
make. Allen (her son) is always saying something about Uncle
Leland—especially how he wants to eat a lot so he will be tall
like Uncle Leland. Lois took it into her head she wanted to be
like Uncle Leland too, so she cut off all her hair so that she
would look like a boy. !

“What do you think of your brother taking unto hlmself a
wife? Don’t you go and do likewise. I haven’t seen the _glrl
good enough for you yet. Here’s a world of love.for my little
brother who is making a big place for himselfin this old world.
Wish I were half as smart.” X -

While Leland was in Europe Francis, back in South had
kota, haq married Myrle Graves, of Mitchell, whom he ha
Metin thej college da Wesleyan. He was hard at

ys at Dakota Wesley &

—atransatlantic Steamer—
urous, expansive leaps like
the romance ofit all, wrote

th

N
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[ MAN FROM THE HILLS

nent young businessmen of the Blag
. Id promote the K;
thing that wou s g,
fted  bold plan with the chamber of g
" it the state legislature and the South Dakyy,
He kept his brother in Paris apPpraigeq

mi
ork as oné of the pro
W

tionwide, he 1 :
merce and then w1'
delegationin Washington.

ition. A
o tt{:’ﬁéﬁii)silencz appeared in the Paris Herald raising the ques.

tion of where the president of the Umt'ed itates, 'E_T.]‘{m
Coolidge, would spend the summer, analyzing the possi )1 ities
and raising the Black Hills as a strong contender, Leland’s pals
laughed at him. The laughter faded when Coolidge announceqd
that that was where he would vacation. Francis’s work had
paid off handsomely for the local economy and prestige.
Leland’s intimate knowledge of the Black Hills enabled the
Herald 0 keep its readers informed of all the colorful details
i B s wes hvenduecrdi for i
L nsz;);on to the pubhg welfare. This was
The months in parig we(r): ;?l]outStar.ldmg public career.
and rich. There was a fair

amount of turnover 4 the Pay;
. aris Hey,
quickly from Copy reader tq repo ald, and Leland advanced

shi ; rter to O i i
. ;x:nm;;:t?: tXTLevzathan hadbeep 5 Vi?/:z,' Editor. One of his
and some of pig egla ;urbxll, and argy a:‘i)lls young woman
It Wasatimefh et By ad 1~s she and Lelang

the Let Bg, h Z{ Was ful] of v a lvely Social life.
of the city > the bistr, d at_tra ion of Paris.

gether, T I Teetor Al P Artists g th

the g €Y attendeg nd g € beaut
g € Surroyng ng coun; , explor Ot of it ¢
A‘:ld Sleep.n helped , and « y gether S
glo-FrenchP $5 Ass Promo i rink little
32 a 10n g; fi r sung that the

TS of Py




The Westerners

oturn them over to FMB. Rollins haq no
e were ment of desperation for the artist, anq
asam ! taload of paintings right outside in the
Spegklsn%v as truthful and replied that, no, at the
Ro:ll'\" jidn't have adequate fireproof facilities for the paintings
red Ever Since, Gordon Rollins has thought again and agfi,;
hat he might have done differently at that moment; for Harvey
punn turned away from Dakota Wesleyan and Friends of the
widdle Border. He drove north to South Dakota State College
1 Brookings, where he had received his original art training.
gomeone there had the quickness of mind and the imagination
to give him a real welcome, to tell him they would be thrilled to
accept his paintings, and to assure him that they would have a
proper home. The college mobilized the South Dakota Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs, who mounted a fund drive over the
next few years that funded a fine building to house the Harvey
Dunn Collection. That, as the saying goes, is history.

idea that thig
that he WaS
Parking lot.
moment they

In the spring of 1947 Leland and Joan journeyed to Minne-
sota and South Dakota. They visited Leland’s parents. They
breakfasted with Dr. Sam Hilburn, new president of Dakota
Wesleyan, and his wife, so that Leland could talk with Hilburn
sout Friends of the Middle Border and its importance to the
university. The couple went to the old claim near Bear Butte in
Sturgis, and visited with Ezra Bovee, now 80 years old but
sharp as ever. That night they were guests at the twenty-ﬁ?]h
“miversary of the Rotary Club in Rapid City; Leland e x ?
Speaker and 250 people attended. Next day, at Francts * 1
1Uest and with much feeling, they put flowers o7 ?hebf;?m-
¥ Francis ang Myrle’s infant son, who was b@ned ¢

AN View Cemetery. 3%
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304 \
” FRA
\o run for President in 1928."2 %n apparently humor|esg Sha ” NCIs CASE 305
mitted a quarter century after :he vxiletsf;gat tl:e ll;z_ad been 5 Partjg; ivately in his diary, he expressed 4 desire to ;
ey pl(.'JaCt;'c; l J;};grﬁlng ou(ta fgom a?\:vént;'ctu?f % ;re Still %though a number of inquiries were made to schg:)rlzc’ctllcxg laY'
inted of Coolidge vy-gallon hat o he ever mad ; Ao
;:grll:l::n placed on his head by Case. The picture 1~eceive¢§hat definite step T mace was to enroll jn a home-study course

from the Blackstone Institute in Chicago, Illinojs.

The career that finally caused Case to abandon journalism
was politics. By 1945 he was confident that he would remain in
politics. He sold his holdings in the Custer Chronice in 1945 and
invested in ranch land near Custer and later near Wasta.

ch publicity and became su_ch a sensitive matter that tp,

:::o w‘;re in on the stunt denied having been in South Dak:::
that day.* SR

Although his editorials were often political in nature, fey
would have initiated controversy among his readership. Ip the
1920s he supported American membership in the World Court, apn
early Saint Lawrence Seaway plan, and prohibition, although by
1933 he recognized that the “great experiment” had failed. In
1928 he argued that the insurance certificates issued to World
Wgr I veterans should be paid in cash. He pointed out that
railroads and contractors had been paid cash for services and pro-
gtl;glsnia{{'e bte]:xeved that payment would help the nation by

ing € economy. i
candidates for offjce and )v’vh(i:?leer:glﬁd }rll‘:)ts; Ree l}ep_ul_)hcan
Neaoeras = conspicuously allect s upport an individual,
vocal in his opposition, howeyey here o hasame:veny
appointed individuals to positiong 1 oy 5 CLROTS Of either party
i Positions in state government whom he
criticized hjg readers for responsibility, Ocﬁasiunally, Case

: their fajlyre to 4 :
mpaign aiggreﬂaw Indian
In 1926 he marrieq ;l/fy:f‘;‘?;daey of Al gml:,:r intolerance

bl Taves, | Zaoe

he had dated hey gy 1Y had met 5 1}2,23 ma of Dakota
been an instructop ; €T sister. Prigy o o+ Vlitchel when
School. She peyeo ib En .
h_llaband and ver playe
tlenee wlt er
Walhington € pre it
houge in , Parties, In

27. Case to William A. Grover, Secretary, Kent College of Law, Chicago, Iil., 31 Aug. 1925; Blackstone In-
stitute to Case, 9 Nov. 1925; Case to Frank Farley, 24 J uly 1936; to B. Harry King, 2 Apr. 1929, unmarked
folder, Drawer 184, FCC; “Diary,” 22 Sept. 1930, in ‘possession of author; Pierre Dakotan, 17 Apr. 1931,
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The Boy Becomes a Man of the Worlg
This paper was marked “A »
Romance also played its part; consider this poem:

“Dear Deby”
The past has gone, but has left behind
The thoughts that now fill my heart,
The sweetest of all as they come to my mind
Breathe a fragrance of what thou are;(sic)
The creek murmurs softly as it flows,
The birds sweetly sing near by

The wild flowers perfume the soft wind that blows. |
Unfinished!

After his second year at Dakota Weslyan, Leland moved
on to Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota. At Dakota
Wesleyan he felt that he was in the shadow of his brother Francis.
Francis had distinguished himself as an orator of national cali-
bre and as a debater, had played football, worked on the school
newspaper, and was a brilliant student. Leland found his
brother’s reputation a bit hea; Family changes made
the move to M a ser family had left the
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Dakota Wesleyan football ; )
i 2 tea
Francis Case is standing in the back row,?a:frgljzi-

the evils of i ‘ :
ata of the el'ectlve system, which permitted either an ex-

1ve concentration on one area or a smattering of unintegrated
su.bJects.. Case 'graduated in 1918 with a major in historgyaa;d
minors in quhsh and German. His college transcript indicates
that he attained superior grades in history and English, and
average grqd.es in German and the sciences."

‘In addition to his classroom work Case participated in a
varlet'y of extracurricular ventures. He went out for the football
team in his junior year, although he had never played previously
and weighed only 145 pounds. By his senior year, despite missing
several games because of a broken collarbone, he was nominated

ey -
by his coach for the right end position on the all-conference team
and was nominated for the second team by two rival conference
coaches.!

Francis spent three years working on the school newspaper.
the Phreno Cosmian. One year he served as an assistant manager,
another year as business manager. and in his se““’t" 5;1 ‘:]r ’tl?:
editor-in-chief. During his edgtorshlp, the pt:ipefrh?o:e‘;‘ior il -
usual stories of campus activities. Near the enndo w::, faculty ap:
he campaigned against final examinations adalarge e

proval on a trial basis. The paper also containe
" (Master's U

18851960
10. Violet Miller Goering “Dakota Wesleyan University. . Office
Dakota, 1970), pp. 81-84, 180; college transeript of Francis Higbee Case
)m;gall. 8. Dak. iNoy 1D 1917, 17 Jan. 1918.

Wesleyan University,
11. Phreno Cosmian, Sept., 26 Oct.,

is, University of South
-y strar, Dakota

of the Regi
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As a so;
: @ S0phom,,
Case was assistant business mamre.
er

of the Phreno Cosmian,
the student newspaper

patriotic stories, encouraging loyalty, bond sales, and enlistment
in the Home Guard. His greatest personal success, however, came
as a speaker and debater. Debate and oratory were major extra-
curricular activities at Dakota Wesleyan University and rivalry
in local competition was intense. In the first quarter of the cen-
tur{. Palixota Wesleysn students won nearly half of the state
oratorical contests and the debate tea i 3
thirds of their contests. o ARl tely two
In May 1916 Case won the National Intercollegi
giate Peace
g:?:x?;sc?; Ig;ltr-?::’astpﬂ:liored by the Peace Association of the
e Mohonk, New York. Hi ion, “Th
Modern Paradoy " ey ork. His oration, e
: 7 citizen[;resseéi strong antiwar sentiments,
ation's hocnon emn war, they will rush to
onor is threatened. He blamed the

veds. or and daring. The speech
combination of the inﬂuencg of :is P;"ly

) of the Nonpartisan League

12. Goering,
n8. “Dakoty Wesleyan Univnrmy " pp. 9,
\" pp. 96.99,

re
7er

”

FRANC S CAsg

201
@ratory

FRANCIS CASE

fhroughout his

nd  hapi

1 ol thought and const
deh Cear and forceful presenta-
S e first came into our notice

1" arator during his Sophomare
frar when he entered the local
Ppeace contest. He carried off first
honors with ease in the Interstate

at Omaha, He then
wal honor to South
it put Weslevan on the
pap” permanently in the Forensic
world when his oration “The Mad-
ern Paradox™ waon first place in the
National Peace Contest held at Ma-
hawhk, New York,

Case is a member of the Pj Kap-
pa Delta forensic fraternity and has
won the diamond—the highest hon
or of the order.

Peace Con

College yearbook recogmition of Case as an orator.

prevalent in the area, with a desire to please the sponsors of the
contest.!?

The contest gave him the opportunity to meet a boyhood
hero. One of the judges was William Jennings Bryan, whom Case
had admired since hearing his famous lecture, “Prince of Peace,”
at a Chautauqua Assembly in Clear Lake, Iowa. Bryan analyzed
Case’s speech and told him why he had won. The prize money of
one hundred dollars made it possible for Case to visit
Washington, D. C. Thirty years later, he cll.'fimed that it was the?
visit to the capital that inspired his ambition to become a con

essman.'* - ’
i The most significant aspect of his college ;};er}:larsa:xr;s:v?:
his growth in self-confidence, optimism, and 1de}z]1i llghc;od -
oration and debate helped him to overcome a ¢ e
and gave him confidence to appear befox:‘e darg:sf Tk
His history professor, who taught th:.jt ntt sv best oo Wilson pro-
encouraged faith in the future. ng:;eenever o0 imiration for

ST el o G. Webb, “Interview with Harold W. Card.
ebb,

i ., 11,25 May 1916 Robert B U8 Ul thor. e
Webstar, ‘sr:::; Cm ;n:;;l; 1‘;{5 pp. 1314, iranserpt i0 L Niar 1946, in possession of uthe”

14. Newspaper clipping from Mankato
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= ﬂlsT()}?l(fAL COLLECTIONS
A inciples and his efforts to implemen ¢
et h:mlizi};igsr_lw Wilson convinced him that Amerjegn™ n ,
world 0 Pr to end all wars” was justified. Consequeny ‘ erty-i“'
to the “wa War Work Council of the Young Men’s gy e

ist in the 5 Tis
X)enlliit{i?n in his junior year, but was turned down beeay tian
sSo0C1d

d was not yet twenty-one he
college degl:ee a:n 5 Yearg g
Lg;l];siitnh; his graduation in the spring of 1918, he joineq ‘;}?e

ine Corps.'® ; .
Marlﬁ(;scmill;tary career was short. Following his complet,, o

are Island, California, he was held OVEr as a dpj)
?f:&ﬁi&f. a&fli\:;[h the end of World War I further training y,g
ended, and after a brief time in the company off;ce, he was
mustered out of the marines in 1919. He had served e_lg}}t Months
of active duty. In 1937 he received a reserve commission in the
corps after serving several years in the Army Reservel Corps.
Throughout his congressional career, he displayed a marine flag
in his office. In speeches and interviews he attached greater
significance to his military career than his length of service or ex.
perience would seem to merit.'

Following his release from the marines, he briefly con-
sidered a teaching career, He taught forensics at Dakota
Wesleyan Academy the spring quarter of 1919, Supported in part
by a fellowship, Case entered graduate school at Northwestern

University in Evanston Illinois. The next i
; ; ear he received a
Master of Ar'ts degree in history and . ¥ %

year, howe publlﬂty and advertis; i
e ver, Case left theaEp s Hemld.li-tileslfglgt' thﬂlﬁen;::
< ici . ‘e o A Rt
1= ,esnastncmmh Which fostereqd 3::21 !mpatient with the official
Herald yay fyio0 DUN4ay Schoq) 'Y between the Epworth
for the pgbl'icai?:rls" *d hy continyeq :os ziif:f,’: Thure tirom_:lhe
Swthasesmterest in ; g Casional articles
Dakot jp ¢y " JOurna

rnal :
he fal] of “;;'2" X’ntmued When he returned to
g - After futile att
!nlmpurl,“P empts to buy #

3 teloph,

Sase, 24 o W with [ans 1980, FolgePhOne eony,

hen T v tay 17t D, .':';{:‘;:- 1 Rou. 55120 With Goddarg
ester, 19 40 ! 194%"?.:12 ancord Cnr:idu(ro({d"' Drawey o5 Richarg et 2L FCC,

18 Franei. e e

- 31 Mar. 1975; memoran-

FRANCIS cagy 303

paper in Great Falls, Montana, Case, hj
npwsllzi Card, a roommate at Dakota Wesleya
Haro wn, a fellow member of the Acacia Fr

Art Bro : aternit
::sternv pooled their resources to buy 5 One_quarterlgnatzgo:tp.
(he Rapid City Daily Journal. In 1925 Case and pjg brother 20;3

eir shares and purchased the Ho¢ Springs Times.
;}]01 Springs Star. They latgr purchased the Oelriclf{ ;Ts,lff,;,';g
and Edgemont Express, which they consolidated with the S¢g.
In 1931 the brothers sold their Hot Springs holdings and Francis
bought the Custer Chromicle.” Leland, who had been absent from
South Dakota much of the time, continued a career of Jjournalism
with the Rotarian and Together Magazine.

Case's Hot Springs and Custer newspapers were primarily
local in nature with little national and international news. Two
themes stand out in his editorials. He was a strong promoter of
western South Dakota; “the West River Country is young and the
best is yet to be.” He pleaded for better roads, dams to save the
water, development of tourism, and experimentation with new
crops such as sugar beets, soybeans, and pinto beans. Often he
went beyond promotion and actively participated in business ven-
tures. He believed that gold mining in the Black Hills would boom
again, and maintained that it was “‘as natural for a newspaperman
to encourage mining here as it would be to sponsor a corn grow-
ing contest in Iowa.” In 1933 he organized the Acacnla) Mm;’n%
Company, which operated for a fe\fv years on a lmutgd asis bu

21 When oil was discovered in the area,
never very successfully.” When 3 oablished the Black
Case organized the Dillon Oil Company and publis

! ] ining Review with his brother Leland.* ]
Htllsfg;ll‘:inigls;n;?l%ﬁcizing triumph was his promc}:ilon et:dc&!:’
vince the p';g'esident of the United States that he Shzzticzpea.rly -

in the Black Hills. Case had read a ;I;es:t aties SRE
;;;lzimt?tll?e effect that Calvin‘Coo;dsiesivtﬂ:l;le :wunt&ins where
former vacation ar:a;ig;::?régﬁ R C"."g:;z:sfzn qu;:
there were no mosq ent an invita e

 iamaon WrBIME b er Norbeck, Willamson offred 105

S brother Lelanq
n Um'Versity, and'

Along with Senator lfarw me in 1 s
vitation. Although Cooli ‘Black Hil‘l; St‘:ot:; i
invitation for June 1 cement,

surprised the nation —
i :&:.:‘ m grc.c, Webb.
box: Acacia Mining Com
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The Boy Becomes a Man of the Worlg

In addition to h‘is studies, l,‘clan(l's Cnergy went in a vari
(,fdirccm‘”"" n ('h_ncugo lllc ('jld. Some work at Jane Adda
Hull House, one ()f‘lhc nation’s first social service centers,
nelped with a Boy Scout troop l!c served on the Official B,
of Evanston’s First Meth()d{st (.,hurc:h He worked at helping
develop high schpol journalism. He joined the Acacia Frater-
nity, where Francis was also a member. The Northwestern Uni-
versity Alumni News hired him as managing editor. The Medil|
School of Journalism promoted him to instructor. All the while,
he kept his hand in with Francis and the family in the Black

Hills.

Francis had an opportunity to buy the Hot Springs Times
Herald. Leland helped him with it whenever he could—vaca-
tions, a day or two here and there. Their elder sister Joyce had
married an attorney, Cliff Wilson, and settled there as well, so
Hot Springs became a focus for them all.

This was a period of growth for Leland. He had one foot in
the Black Hills that he loved so much and one in America’s
second city with all of its dynamism. What a time to be alive!

He received his Master of Arts degree from Northwestern
University in the spring of 1926, and that summer he seized an
opportunity to help conduct a group of Northwestern students

onatrip to Europe. They sailed on July third from New York
onthe S. S. Leviathan, pride of the United States Lines, bound
for Southampton via Cherbourg,

. There were 75 students and faculty in the tour group. They
visited ten European countries in six weeks. Leland and Paul
Tector, an Acacia fraternity brother, decided at the end of the
{t})u.r to really see France. Knowing their return tickets on ﬂt:e

Mited States Line were good for a year, they looked for jobs

A the three American newspapers then pubh'shed in Paris.

ety
ms’
and
vard

29

C"APTER I
The Man Finds His Professiq
and His Wife
Early in 1928 Leland wrote to The M
New York. Five years earlier they haq
text that was in use at the Medill Schoo
many other schools—FEditing the Day s
professor George C. Bastian. During t
been quite a bit of change in the profession of journalism and in
the teaching of it. Leland offered to revise the book in order to
keep it a leader in the field. Macmillan replied that there was
sufficient supply of the text to meet the current demand and
they had no plans at the moment to reissue the book.
These were interesting, formative days for Leland Case.
He was casting about for the exact direction his career and his
life should take. He had his work at Medill. He had work any
time he wanted it with Francis in Hot Springs, where the two
brothers were co-publishers. He was doing graduate work in
sociology at Northwestern and editing its alumni magazine.
That summer he made a proposal to the executives of the
Chicago World’s Fair Centennial Celebration. This group was
preparing their international exposition of 1933—The Century
of Progress, and they were looking for models for how their
fair should be produced. Leland suggested that the Interna-
tional Press Exhibition, called “Pressa,” taking place in Co-
logne, Germany, would offer some worthwhile possibilities for
Chicago. “Pregsa” was the first-ever major exposition of the
artand history of printing. k
‘Lela"d was provided with a letter of introduction from the
480 Worlds Fair commission requesting that he be given

39

nal Careey

acmillan Copm any i

published 5 de‘;inizi\l/r;
| of Journalism and in
News by the late Medi|
hat five years, there had







CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

ed mental image of a senator,
ObserT\fleer‘aﬁ;zP:Ot changed since Webster and Clalhoun. A proper
senator is supposed to have a “mane of white hair Sweeping down
over his collar, the dignified paunch, the black string tie - - the
broad Stetson, the mottled jowls, the countenance of a S]lght.ly
apprehensive Roman Emperor. He had. been born in a log cabin;
his voice sounded like a church organ with the vox humana pulled
out; he walked as if he were leading a parade.”! ", ; :
Francis Higbee Case had none of these qualities. HIS. l}au‘
was thin, stomach flat, tie traditional, and countenance retiring.
Although his childhood homes were modest, they were not made
of logs; his voice was too high to blend with the vox humana; and
his pace was more like someone going to a fire. He was not a color-
ful politician. A critic called him “pale, square, and deadly dull.” A
file entitled “humor” begun at the start of research on the man
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ase’s career, the OPpositj
puring most so}t;e‘s policy-changing laws ca"iedohis Part,
dominated Congrens However. that he became.an obstryet; ni:{nf'
This does not mean, uick to offer an alternat:lve in the f, ps n
fact, he usually wﬁst(i]tute- These often were ignored, but ip o f:n
amendment 0; Stliles 1942 renegotiation amendment op the 194‘2

cases, §uch ; titute, they became the center of deba‘te‘,
labor bill subs 2 ke;' to Case’s political th]osophy, 1t is that p,
y therhess kota congressman. Reflecting the views of hig con.
bl SOUthe vjas in the words of a former aide, a conservatiye i,
?‘utulents,t fors o foreign policy, a moderate Whell it involveq
isca Sr?la ort programs for farm commodities, and d'efmltely a
ﬁ{)lec:al S)v;})men it came to developing South Dakota.s natura]
resources.” To a large degree, he also reflected a tenswl? felt by
rural and small-town Americans. South_ Dal;otans recognized the
need to join a team if they wished to maintain certain values, such
as those represented by the family, the small farms, the church,

and the small towns, against the onslaught of_ urbanization,
mechanization, and secularization. At the
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