
MEMORIAL BENEFITS AT 
PRIVATE CEMETERIES

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National 
Cemetery Administration (NCA) ensures those 
who served this nation are never forgotten.

No matter where a Veteran chooses to be buried, 
they are entitled to VA memorial benefits.

WHAT IS A PRIVATE 
CEMETERY?
Many Veterans and families choose burial 
outside of a VA national or VA grant-funded 
cemetery for personal reasons.

These private cemetery options could include:

Religious cemeteries

Municipal or county cemeteries

Family cemeteries

Reach out to your desired private 
cemetery for more information on 
their full range of burial options.

Benefits for Veterans at a 
private cemetery include:

Government headstone, marker, 
or medallion (installation costs 
not included)

Memorial headstone or marker
(if remains are scattered or buried at sea)

United States burial flag 

Presidential Memorial Certificates

Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM) 
profile page

Military funeral honors (provided by 
the military services) 

https://www.vlm.cem.va.gov


Headstones, markers, 
and medallions 
Flat markers in granite, marble, and bronze 
and upright headstones in granite and 
marble are available. Bronze niche markers 
are available to mark columbaria used for 
interment of cremated remains. The style 
chosen must be permitted by the officials 
in charge of the private cemetery where it 
will be placed. VA can also provide a Veteran 
medallion that can be attached to private 
headstones in private cemeteries.

Veterans Legacy Memorial 
VA’s Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM) is the 
largest online memorial site dedicated to 
America’s Veterans. The site honors more than 
10 million Veterans and service members, 
featuring Veteran profile pages that highlight 
the individual’s military service and cemetery 
information. VLM includes Veterans laid to rest 
in private cemeteries since 1996 who received 
a VA-provided headstone, flat marker, niche 
cover, or medallion.

Spouse and dependents
A Veteran’s spouse or dependent 
children are not eligible for their own 
government headstone or marker 
for placement at a private cemetery. 
However, certain identifying information 
about the spouse or child can be added 
to the Veteran’s marker if the Veteran 
died on or after October 1, 2019.

Did you know?
Family members of a Veteran may also 
be eligible for a burial allowance for 
the Veteran, helping you cover burial, 
funeral, and transportation costs.  

Plan Today. Honor Forever.
Scan for more information on VA’s burial and memorial benefits
and accessing these benefits.

https://www.cem.va.gov/veterans-and-families/



