
NATIVE AMERICAN 
VETERANS  

VA’S BURIAL BENEFITS AT A GLANCE
Native Americans serve in the military in 
numbers far higher than their proportion of the 
U.S. population. They’ve served with distinction 
in every major conflict for over 200 years.

Eligible Veterans have earned burial benefits 
at a VA national cemetery for themselves, 
their spouses, and qualifying family members.

155+ VA national cemeteries

110+ VA grant-funded state and 
territorial cemeteries

14 VA grant-funded tribal cemeteries 

50 states

3 territories (Guam, Saipan, and 
Puerto Rico)

Benefits for Veterans at 
a VA national cemetery 
or VA grant-funded state or 
tribal cemetery: 

Burial site 

Burial of a casket or urn

Government headstone or marker

Perpetual care of the burial site 
and cemetery grounds

United States burial flag 

Presidential Memorial Certificates 

Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM) 
profile page

Military funeral honors (provided by 
the military services) 

https://www.vlm.cem.va.gov


Honoring your heritage 
When choosing burial in a VA national cemetery 
or VA grant-funded state or tribal cemetery, the 
cemetery staff can try to accommodate desired 
cultural practices. VA recommends families notify 
staff as soon as possible when planning a burial.

Government headstones and markers allow 
families to create inscriptions in native languages 
and choose from many emblems of belief. Learn 
more about VA’s burial and memorial benefit items
and emblem of belief options.

Tribal cemeteries
There are 14 VA grant-funded tribal cemeteries 
built and operated by tribes on tribal trust 
land. VA works closely with tribal leadership 
to make sure tribal culture and traditional 
preferences are represented within the cemetery’s design elements and the features reflect the 
unique heritage of each tribe. Tribal standards for burial eligibility apply.

Pre-need burial eligibility application 
Veterans and spouses who want to be buried in a VA national cemetery can apply to find out in 
advance if they are eligible. Completing the simple, online pre-need burial eligibility application is the 
starting point in end-of-life planning with your family.

Explore NCA’s Find a Cemetery page 
to search for VA national cemeteries 
or VA grant-funded state or tribal 
cemeteries near you.

VA’s burial and memorial benefits can save you and your family thousands of dollars and planning in 
advance can reduce your family’s stress at a difficult time.

Plan Today. 
Honor Forever.

https://www.cem.va.gov/burial-memorial-benefits/
https://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/emblems.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/find-cemetery/
https://www.cem.va.gov/veterans-and-families



