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93 Northwood Drive 

Lancaster, New York 14086 
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Department of Veteran Affairs 

Re: PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
ABSTRACT COMMENTS on Western New York Cemetery 
 
Att: Ms. Amanda Wehner, VA Project Manager 
 
Email: rps@va.gov 
 
 
The PEA abstract declares that the purpose of the Proposed Action is to select and acquire a 
suitable site for the proposed future construction and operation of a National Cemetery in 
Western New York as the area is underserved in that no National Cemetery is located within 75 
miles of this area. I am of the opinion that the SITE 3 option, Eastport Commerce, located in the 
Town of Lancaster at 4106 Walden Avenue is not the best option; rather that it is inappropriate 
for the purpose of interring our country’s fallen heroes. 
 
Potential Adverse Impacts 
 
The PEA also claims that the potential adverse impacts are less-than-significant to aesthetics, air 
quality, cultural resources, geology and soils, wildlife and habitat, noise, land use, wetlands, 
solid and hazardous materials, transportation, and utilities. I have a different opinion regarding 
the following: 
 
Noise 
 
In Table 12, Summary of Potential Environmental Effects the PEA concludes:  No significant 
noise impacts during cemetery operation. The PEA came to this conclusion after claiming, “The 
existing noise environment around Site 3 is dominated by vehicular traffic along adjoining 
roadways (i.e., Walden Avenue, Pavement Road, and Pleasant View Drive). In addition, 
contributions to the existing noise environment come from the commercial and industrial 
businesses adjoining to the east of the site across Pavement Road and to the south of the site 
across Walden Avenue. No other notable noise-generating sources are present in the immediate 
vicinity of Site 3. As such, the noise environment of the site can be characterized as that typical 
of a suburban area.” 
Why did this study not include the noise emanating from the Lancaster Airport, located across 
and on the south side of Walden Avenue within a half-mile distance? This is a private, for public 



use reliever airport that has spent $15 million of federal and state grant monies to expand and 
improve the airport to the point where land use and aircraft traffic has increased tenfold in the 
last decade. The Lancaster Airport (BRQ) is in the process of seeking code language change that 
would permit the airport to expand further and to allow for 79 foot wing span aircraft and micro 
jets. This site is not to be characterized ‘as that typical of a suburban area’. 
 
 
The PEA further describes the noise coming from the surrounding development: 
 
The area located to the north is occupied by eight residential properties and across Pleasant 
View Drive by unimproved farmland. The area located to the east across Pavement Road is 
currently occupied by the Town of Lancaster Operations (525 Pavement Road), a residential 
property, Leisure Craft Pools (2 Lancaster Parkway), a commercial building (1 Lancaster 
Parkway), B&D Concrete (7 Lancaster Parkway), Great Lakes Machinery (4 Lancaster 
Parkway), a continuation of the National Fuel Supply pipeline, and Ripa’s restaurant (4218 
Walden Avenue). The area located to the south across Walden Avenue is currently occupied by 
Parker-Hannifin Corporation – Airtek Division (4087 Walden Avenue), the entrance to FBC 
Chemical Corporation (4111 Walden Avenue), Hurtubise Tire Sales (4109 Walden Avenue), 
Try-It Distribution (4155 Walden Avenue), and Ahold American Sales (4201 Walden Avenue). 
The area located to the west is unimproved farmland and vacant land.  
 
The PEA again fails to mention the Lancaster Airport and accompanying noise and potential 
safety issues.  
 
The PEA concludes: No significant noise impacts during cemetery operation. 
 
Has someone really visited the site for any length of time? 
 
 
Land use 
 
The PEA directs our attention to NYSDOT’s statement that: Site 3 is located in an Agricultural 
District and that the land is considered prime farmland and farmland of statewide importance. 
In addition, NYSDOT stated that farmlands would be converted by the Proposed Action at Site 3. 
 
It is later stated in the PEA that: Site 3 is zoned, planned, and prepared for light industrial 
development. The use of the site as a cemetery would be inconsistent with the planned use of this 
property. However, Uniland, the developer who prepared the site for industrial development and 
who holds the full equity interest and development rights to the property, has been unable to 
develop the site as planned for the past 10 years and would welcome the sale of the property to 
VA for a cemetery. Therefore, although the proposed cemetery would not be consistent with 
zoning and LIDA’s plans for the site, this potential adverse land use impact would be less-than 
significant. 
 



The PEA also states Use of Site 3 as a cemetery would be somewhat consistent with the 
surrounding land uses which include large vacant parcels as well as residential, commercial and 
light industrial uses. Surrounding land uses given as: 
 
North – Residential properties and unimproved farmland 
 
East – Commercial and light industrial properties and one residence. 
 
South – Commercial and light industrial properties. 
 
West – Unimproved farmland and vacant land 
 
No mention of the Lancaster Airport operation, NOCO truck fueling station and/or retail 
businesses in the surrounding area. 
 
Zoning 
 
The PEA further states Cemeteries are not listed as part of the current zoning designation for 
Site 3 and would likely require a zoning variance or rezoning. 
 
There is an election taking place in the Town of Lancaster this November. Should two incumbent 
town board members lose their seats this year, a zoning change may not be looked at as 
favorably as it is now. 
 
 
Traffic 
 
The PEA states: Access to Site 3 is provided directly from Walden Avenue (NY State Highway), 
Pavement Road (Erie County Route 139), and Pleasant View Drive (Erie County Route 161). 
Under current conditions, Walden Avenue, Pavement Road, and Pleasant View Drive operate at 
or above acceptable LOS ratings. 
 
The claim is understated for out-of-town traffic entering Walden Avenue from the Interstate I90 
exit and travelling approximately five (5) miles of heavily trafficked road until the intersection of 
Walden Avenue and Central Avenue is reached in the Village of Lancaster. 
 
Inappropriate location 
 
As the great majority of the Town of Lancaster residents, I was proud and pleased that our town 
was being considered for a VA National Cemetery. That being said, I believe the Walden 
Avenue Eastport Commerce location is an inappropriate site to honor our fallen military heroes. 
 
The site is zoned Industrial/Agricultural, has been prepped for Industrial use, and is surrounded 
by light industrial businesses, retail and motor service businesses, and a nearby airport (just south 
of Walden Avenue) within ¼ mile of the proposed Site 3; an airport that has experienced tenfold 
expansion and is looking to further expand.   



 
Located directly across from proposed site on Walden Avenue are two (2) large warehouse 
trucking facilities. Located directly across from the south east corner of the proposed site at the 
intersection of Walden Avenue and Pavement Road is a NOCO fueling and trucking facility with 
huge trucks constantly entering and exiting the facility. 

It is my contention that a military cemetery should not only be a place of honor for the dead but a 
quiet place for family and friends to visit in solitude and conducive for prayer and reflection. Site 
3 does not meet that expectation. I have been a Town of Lancaster resident for over 40 years and 
am well acquainted with the site proposed. 
 
Lastly, choosing Site 3 would deprive the Town of Lancaster and the Lancaster Central School 
District of current land assessment tax revenues, and from the potential of a much larger amount 
should the land be developed as intended, for Light Industrial purpose and job creation.  
 
In closing, Site 3 should be considered totally inappropriate for use as a VA Cemetery. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Leon Chowaniec 
93 Northwood Drive 
Lancaster, New York 14043 
(716) 684-8799 
716(860-3616) Cell 
 
 
 
 
 

 








