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1. Name of Property

historic name  New Bern National Cemetery

other names/site number

2, Location

street & number 1711 National Avenue ' [ not for publication N/A
city ortown  New Bemn g |vicinity N/A
state  North Carolina code NC county Craven code (49 zip code 37917

3. _State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authonly under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended. ! hereby certify that this {%] nomnination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procadural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

%] meets [3 does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

& ngtionall tatewide@ locally D (See continuaftion sheet for additional comments.)
" ,Jg.b.f.- Federal Peeseryedion lﬁ/ I7/ CK’
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New Bern National Cemetery

Name of Property

Craven County, North Caolina
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
{Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box}
O private O buiding(s)
O public-local [J distrct
{1 public-State X site
&  public-Federal [ structure
[0 object

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Civil War Era National Cemeteries

Number of Rescurces within Property
{Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 | buildings
! 0 sifes
3 1 structures
5 0 objecis
10 2 Toial

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Funerary: Cemetery

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Funerary: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categories from instructions)
Bungalow/Craftsman

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone; concrete

walls Brick, wood

roof Asbestos; Asphalt

other Metal: Iron; Stone: Marble, Brick

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more confinuation sheels.)




New Bern National Cemetery

Name of Property

Craven County, North Caolina

County and Siate

8.

Statement of Sigﬂficance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Maik "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Reqister listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made

g

a significant contribution fo the broad patterns of

- our histeory.

D

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely fo yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x" in all boxes that apply.)

Property is:

O A owned by areligious institution or used for religious

o 0o o =\ O O

purposes.

rémoved from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuvation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Military

Period of Significance

1867-1932

Significant Dates

1867

Significant Person
{Complets if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

9.

Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on ene or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O

0O oo =0

preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the Nalional Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
racorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office

Other Slate agency
Federal agency

Local government
University

Other

Name of repository
Department of Veterans Affairs

ooOomOO




New Bern Nationai Cemetery Craven County. North Caolina

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 7.7

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 17 | B129oo | psssaso | 3 | I I

Zone Easting Northing Zaone Easting Northing
2L | | || ‘ | 4 |

O See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the properly on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a conlinualion sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Therese T. Sammartino, Staff Assistant, National Cemetery System

organization  Department of Veterans Affairs date December 5. 1996
street & number 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W, telephone  (202) 565-4895
city or town Washington, D.C. state Zip code 20420

Additional Documentation

Submit the following itens with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage Or nUMerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPOQ for any additicnal items)

Property Owner .

(Comptete fhis item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  Department of Veterans Affairs

street & number’ 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. telephone

city or town Washington, D.C. state zip code 20420

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information s being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominalg
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accardance with the National Historic Praservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.}.

Estimated Burden $tatement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviswing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect

of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduciions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Section number 7 Page 1 Craven County, North Carolina

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The New Bern National Cemetery is located at 1711 National Avenue in the city of New Bern in
Craven County, North Carolina. Located in a residential neighborhood. the cemetery is a nearly eight-
acre largely flat grassy rectangle on a northeast/southwest axis. The main entrance is off of the east
boundary as defined by National Avenue and is centered on that boundary. The acreage is defined by
‘a three-foot-high brick wall, constructed in 1874. Behind the wrought-iron gates. installed in 1939, a
paved drive carries westward to a cul-de-sac at the west boundary. The site is divided into rectangular
burial sections running on a northwest/southeast alignment. The cemetery is shaded by numerous
mature deciduous trees (please see the sketch map exhibit). The cemetery lodge and support buildings
are located adjacent to the main entrance on the south side of the drive. An iron. brick, and oyster
shell stone rostrum is located in the northeast corner of the cemetery. There are several large stone
monuments scattered throughout the cemetery which have been erected by state societies to honor
Civil War veterans '

The cemetery was established on February 1, 1867. William Dougherty, a discharged sergeant of the
101st regiment, Pennsylvania volunteers was apparently the first superintendent. According to the
Report of the Inspector of National Cemeteries of the United States for 1869, his appointment was
dated August 31, 1867. Graves were originally marked by headboards, properly lettered, that were
later replaced with upright marble headstones. Original burials were made by states. so far as known,
and the unknowns were buried in sections by themselves. The cemetery was closed in 1992, except
- for interments in occupied and reserved graves. As of June 30, 1996, there were 6,559 graves used for
the interment of 6,985 casketed remains and 163 sites used for the interment of 216 cremated remains.
Interments of casketed remains in occupied graves and reserved graves continue. As of June 30, 1996,
there were 70 gravesites available (67 reserved) for the interment of casketed remains.

The original superintendent’s lodge was a two-room wooden cottage, 32 feet by 18 feet, and a
detached frame kitchen, 16 feet by 12 feet, were constructed some time prior to November 2, 1868,
and located in the southeast corner of the cemetery. By April 1870, it had been replaced with a stone
structure. In 1873, a one and one-half story, six-room shell rock lodge of the design created by
Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs, was built. This lodge was described as a neat little
cottage, which in architecture is a remarkably fine adaptation of the French Chateau style. It was built
of shells petrified and embedded in clay and was crowned by a slate mansard and located in the
southeast corner of the cemetery. Adjoining this lodge was a small hot house. A frame kitchen was
located in the rear of the lodge, together with a shell rock building containing the tool house, wagon
house, and stable. The present lodge, constructed in June 1916 of frame and stone, contains two
stories and six rooms. The roof is asbestos shingles. Aluminum siding was installed on September 3,
1960. There is a partial basement, and an office is maintained on the first floor. The entire second
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

story was remodeled in 1932 to add a bedroom, alcove, and bath. There is a roof over the entry on the
northeast side of the lodge. The dormer has a sheet copper roof. The windows are double-hung.

The brick and concrete utility building, 48 feet 4 inches by 20 feet 4 inches. containing public rest
rooms, was constructed in 1932. The roof was originally asbestos shingles. replaced in 1992 with an
asphalt shingle roof. An addition to the building containing a garage was completed in 1949 and is
now used for equipment storage. The windows are single frame, three over three (six over six on the
* opposite side).

A lattice and brick cistern house with a tin roof was removed in 1948,

Records show that the flagpole was previously located in the center of the main avenue leading from
the main entrance gate and subsequently relocated to its present location sometime after 1969. Along
this avenue were also fourteen small imitation guns planted vertically on their muzzles and placed
opposite each other. These guns were removed sometime after 1940.

The iron, brick and shell stone octagonal rostrum, from which memorial and other patriotic
ceremonies are conducted, was constructed sometime before 1893, and resembles a bandstand. The
original structure consisted of an omate cast-iron railing and steps resting upon an octagonal base of
shaped marl. Square wrought-iron standards at each corner connected a wrought-iron railing and
supported twisted rope columns. The eight columns supported an ornamental wrought-iron filigree
with roman arches and a stylized motif, Above the springline of the arches, the columns became
square and supported a pagoda roof with an ornamental finial. The rostrum was originally
embellished with an ornamental pagoda-style roof supported by cast iron arches. The roof was
removed in 19406. '
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)
There are four commemorative monuments in the New Bern National Cemetery:

Connecticut -Erected in 1908 by the State of Connecticut, constructed of gray granite stone. Part of
the sculpture includes a flag draping the monument. The monument is inscribed as follows:

TO THE MEN WHO DIED OF
YELLOW FEVER IN 1864 AND
THOSE WHO FELL IN
ACTION BEFORE KINSTON
MARCH 8, 1865.

15TH CONN, VOLS.

Rhode Island - Erected in 1906 by the State of Rhode Island, constructed of red granite stone with a
bronze statue of a woman, 5 feet 3 inches in height, with one hand extended as if blessing or bearing
no arms, and holding a wreath in her other hand. The monument is inscribed as follows:

ERECTED BY THE STATE OF .
RHODE ISLAND TO COMMEMORATE
THE SERVICES OF RHODE ISLAND
VOLUNTEERS WHO GAVE UP THEIR
LIVES IN NORTH CAROLINA DURING
THE CIVIL WAR 1861-1865
FOURTH RHODE ISLAND INFANTRY
FIFTH RHODE ISLAND HEAVY
ARTILLERY-BATTERY F FIRST
RHODE ISLAND LIGHT ARTILLERY

Copyright 1908

W. W. MANATT
Sculptor

GORHAM CO. FOUNDERS
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

Massachusetts - Erected in 1908 by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, constructed of gray granite
with a copper statue, 5 feet 3 inches in height, (a woman writing on a shield). The shield is inscribed:

AFTER
LOYAL
SERVICE
UNION
AND
PEACE

The monument is inscribed as follows:

THE
COMMONWEALTH
OF
MASSACHUSETTS
ERECTS THIS
MONUMENT
IN
GRATEFUL MEMORY
OF HER
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS
WHO DIED IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF
NORTH CAROLINA
1861-1865
MASSACHUSETTS




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 10024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service :

National Register of Historic Piaces Civil War Era National Cemeteries

Continuation Sheet
New Bern National Cemetery

Section number 7 Page 5 Craven County, North Carolina

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The left front is inscribed as follows:

2d A MASS. ‘ VOL. INFANTRY
3d “ “ “
5th * “ :
8th w “ “«
17th w w“ “
21st w w “«
23d * “ ¢
24th = *
25th : = *

The right front is inscribed as follows:

27th MASS. VOL. INFANTRY

33d “ H
43d « “ ' “
- 44th «“ “ «
45th N
46th “
51st «
2d Mass. Vol.
Heavy Artillery

113 119

&% 111

At the base of the statue on the front is inscribed:

MELZAR H. MOSSMAN
SCULPTOR
CHICOPEE, MASS. 1908

New Jersey - Erected in 1905 by the State of New Jersey, constructed of gray granite, depicting an
enlisted man at parade rest. He sports a stylish mustache, and he wears his field hat at just the

slightest tilt. The monument is inscribed as follows:
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ERECTS THIS
MONUMENT

[N HONOR OF HER 9TH REG'T.
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.
WHOSE HEROIC DEAD LIE
BURIED IN THIS CEMETERY
1861-1865
ERECTED 1855

ROANOKE ISLAND
NEW BERNE
FORT MACON
KINSTON
GOLDSBORO.

PORT WALTHALL
DREWRY’S BLUFF
COLD HARBOR
PETERSBURG.

MUSTERED IN, OCTOBER 1861.
MUSTERED OUT, JULY 1865.
"TOTAL ENLISTMENT 2701.

In 1905, Governor E. C. Stokes of New Jersey, his staff, and approximately 100 Union veterans came
by train to dedicate this monument. The Governor of North Carolina, Governor Robert B. Glenn, his
staff, Confederate veterans, citizens of New Bern, and members of the Daughters of the Confederacy
attendedthe dedication ceremony. After an informal reception, a massive parade formed on Broad
Street and a procession began to the national cemetery. Upon arrival, 5,000 people were assembled to
witness the ceremony. On signal, four women (two from New Jersey and two from New Bern)
unveiled the monument.

Along the main avenue in the vicinity of the flagpole are fourteen imitation iron guns planted
vertically on their muzzies. They are placed opposite each other on each side of the avenue.




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 10024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places , Civil War Era National Cemetcries

Continuation Sheet
New Bern National Cemetery

Section number 7 & 8 Page 7 Craven County, North Carolina

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The numbers shown for contributing resources within the property reflect the following:
Buildings: Lodge
Sites: Cemetery
Structures: Gate, perimeter wall, rostrum

Objects:  Flagpole, Connecticut monument, Rhode Island monument, Massachusetts
monument, New Jersey monument

The numbers shown for non-contributing resources within the property reflect the following:
Buildings: Utility building

Structures: Committal service shelter

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The New Bern National Cemetery is significant under Criterion A, and is an important component of
the multiple property submission of Civil War Era National Cemeteries. It is significant under
Criterion A because of its association with the Civil War. '

The establishment of national cemeteries helped to fulfill the need for closure and order at the end of
the Civil War. These cemeteries evoked a sense of peace through their orderly, formal plans and
poignant rows of uniform markers that recall the soldiers’ units.

New Bern served as one of the major outposts for the Union Army and as a fortified garrison in the
midst of enemy territory. The town was occupied by the Union troops from 1862-1865 when the War
Between the States ended. Several large camps for Union regiments had developed around the
communities of New Bern that housed many of the Union soldiers. These camps also provided
protection in the perimeter of New Bern, where some of the ranking commanders had established their
living quarters.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

There were two events in the New Bem area during the Civil War. The Battle of New Bern took place.
in early 1862. and a demonstration on New Bern occurred in 1863. An attack on the city was planned
in early 1864, but never materialized.

Battle of New Bern

Federal plans for a strike at the North Carclina coast were made in the fall of 1861. Brigadier General
Ambrose E. Burnside was chosen to command an amphibious army division to be composed of New
England men “adapted to coast service.” He was authorized to raise fifieen regiments and was given
unlimited funds for equipment. Thereby. the first major amphibious force in United States history was
born. While his troops were being assembled at Annapolis, Maryland. Burnside labored in New York
to secure transports, He had to settle for a “motley fleet.” The vessels were ordered to rendezvous at
Fortress Monroe. The transports on their way down were to stop at Annapolis and take on board the
troops assembled there. The ships finally arrived at Annapolis on January 4. 1862. Burnside started
embarking his troops on that date. General George B. McClellan, general-in-chief of the Federal
armies, sent the official orders on January 7 from Washington for the campaign. Burnside organized
his forces into three brigades and placed Brigadier Generals John G. Foster, Jesse L. Reno, and John
'G. Parke in command. Aware of the role he was playing, Burnside, on the morning of January 9, gave
the order for his transports to get underway. The soldiers did not know their destination. Ship
captains were even given sealed orders to be opened at sea. To sea they went on the night of January
11, Rear Admiral Louis M. Goldsborough commanding the navy vessels in the expedition. Most of
the vessels had little difficulty getting over the outer bar at Hatteras Inlet but getting across the
shallow shoals and into Pamlico Sound was difficult. For almost two weeks, Hatteras was lashed by
one storm after another. The violent storms of mid-January cost Burnside several-of his ships. Losses
included the Louisiana, City of New York, Grapeshot, Zouave, and Pocahontas, the latter with one
hundred horses aboard. From aboard the Picket, Burnside superintended his fleet of transports,
performing all of the duties of a harbor master. To the relief of both Goldsborough and Burnside. the
weather cleared on the 26th, and by February 4, the entire fleet was safely anchored in the sound. Ina
matter of seven days, the Burnside-Goldsborough command had captured Roanoke Island. occupied
two coastal towns, blocked up a vital canal, and destroyed the Confederate navy in the sounds.

Part 2 of the Burnside expedition was the Battle of New Bern. Confederate General L. O’B. Branch
had approximately four thousand uniried troops, not nearly enough to man the elaborate set of
defenses below the city. Branch had arrived at New Bern in November 186]. Since most
fortifications had been constructed before his arrival, it took him six weeks to make the necessary
changes to contract them. He was greatly hampered in this work by a scarcity of implements. tools,
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

and Negro labor. He was still able to strengthen the fortification he intended to hold. The line over
which the battle was to be fought began with Fort Thompson. a 13-gun sod installation anchored on
the Neuse, about six miles below New Bern. From Fort Thompson the Confederate line stretched
westward for approximately one mile to the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad. General Branch
found it necessary to shorten his lines because of his small force. This readjustment left an
unprotected gap of 150 yards in the defenses at Wood's brickyard along the railroad. In early March.
the New Bern defenses were inspected by General Richard C. Gatlin and a board of officers who
concurred in General Branch's decision to defend only the Fort Thompson line, provided the
brickyard was protected. On March 11, General Bumside completed the embarkation of his
approximately eleven thousand troops at Roanoke Island and set sail for Hatteras. Admiral
Goldsborougl received orders to proceed at once to Hampton Roads and turned over command of the
North Carolina sounds to Commander Stephen C. Rowan. Under its new commander, the Federal
fleet continued a course toward the North Carolina mainland. By 9:00 p.m., the fleet had come to
anchor off the mouth of Slocum Creek, about twelve miles below New Bern by water and seventeen
by land. The arrival of the Federal fleet was signaled to the Confederate outposts up and down the
river by means of large bonfires. At daybreak on March 13, Federal gunboats commenced a
bombardment of the shore at Slocum’s Creek in preparation for the disembarkation of troops. The
shelling was unnecessary, as no Confederates were in the immediate area. General Burnside then
tanded his troops. Once on the mainland, they started a miry journey towards New Bern. General
Burnside was ready to take the offensive on the morning of March 14. For the advance, Burnside
divided his force into three columns. General Foster commanded on the right between the river and
the railroad, General Reno on the left of the railroad, and General Parke in reserve along the railroad,
ready fo aid either column. Without waiting for General Reno to get into position, Foster made
contact with the Confederate left and was greeted with a shell from Latham’s Battery. The fight then
began “in earnest” at about 8 o’clock. From their breastworks Confederate infantrymen opened an
“incessant” and “severe” fire. Commander Rowan knew that he was endangering the lives of men in
his own army; yet he kept up heavy fire. Iis offense stymied, Foster called up reserves. Withering
fire could not break the Confederate line. As a consequence, the Federal offensive on the right came
to a standstill. On the left General Reno also encountered great difficuities but his lead regiment. the
Twenty-first Massachusetts, discovered the break in the Confederate line at the brick kiln. General
Branch had ordered two heavy guns into position to cover this fatal exposure, but the pieces were not
in place when the fight started. No Confederates were on Reno's immediate front for Colonel
Zebulon B. Vance’s line did not extend to the railroad. Seizing the opportunity to flank the
Confederate line, Reno formed the Twenty-first Massachusetts at right angles to his line of march and
personally led four of its companies in a charge across the railroad against the militia. Upon seeing
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Continued

‘the enemy on their flank, the militiamen were seized with panic and part of them broke ranks. Colonel
H. J. B. Clark of the militia ordered a retreat. The flight of the militiamen exposed the right flank of
Colonel J. Sinclair’s Thirty-fifth North Carolina. Colonel R. D. Campbell ordered the Thirty-fifth out
of the breastworks but, according to Campbell, Sinclair failed to form his men and left the field in
confusion. Before General Reno could lead the rest of his regiment across the railroad. Major A. B.

Carmichael commanding Vance's left. opened up a deliberate fire. General Branch. meanwhile.
ordered Colonel C. M. Avery’s regiment of reserves to the support of Vance’s Twenty-sixth North
Carolina and to seal up the break in the line. Four of Avery's companies under Major Gaston Lewis
repulsed the enemy time and again. and twice charged them with detachments of companies and each
time made them flee. The destructive fire of Lewis and Avery prevented General Reno from throwing
more troops across the railroad and forced him to hurry his other regiments into line on Vance's front,
This left the four companies of the Twenty-first Massachusetts under Lieutenant Colonel W. S. Clark
alone behind the Confederate line. Facing his two hundred men toward Fort Thompson, he gave the
command “charge bayonets” and in a matter of minutes two guns of Brem’s Battery were in Federal
hands. By this time, Colonel Campbell had taken the Seventh North Carolina out of the breastworks
and ordered it to charge Clark’s advancing column. The order was successfully carried out, with the
New Englanders beating a hasty retreat to the railroad.

The Confederate front was later restored. It was after eleven o’clock and the battle had been raging
since eight. The right and left of the Confederate line were still intact, but the unfortified center was
sertously menaced by the flight of the militia and the Thirty-fifth. General Branch decided his next
care was to secure the retreat. Orders to retire across the Trent River bridge were dispatched to
Colonels Avery and Vance. Unfortunately, the couriers never delivered the messages and Colonel
Avery and two hundred of his men were captured. The remainder of Avery’s command under Colonel
Robert F. Hoke made it safely to the west bank of Brice’s Creek. Colonel Vance, with the Twenty
sixth North Carolina fled across the swamp to his right to escape capture. The remaining North
Carolina regiments withdrew across the Trent River bridge into New Bern. Every man struck out for
the bridge. Once across, some soldiers did not stop rumning until they had climbed aboard a
westbotind train just pulling out of the New Bern depot. The bridge over the Trent, already prepared
for destruction, was set on fire as the last of Branch’s command passed over. Realizing that it would
be impossible to hold New Bern, General Branch directed all the officers he could to find to conduct
the remnants of the army to the rail depot at Tuscarora. There arrangements could be made for their
transportation to Kinston, By this time parts of New Bern were aflame. There is little reason to think
that General Branch ordered the town fired. In his official report he stated that New Bern was “in
flames in many places” when he arrived from the battlefield. Adjutant James A. Graham of the
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

Twenty-seventh North Carolina wrote his mother soon after the battle, “We saw we could not hold it
and therefore set the town on fire and retreated to this place (Kinston).” From the statements of
Branch and Graham, it can be assumed that New Bern was burned by the retreating Confederate
soldiers who acted on their own initiative, not on orders from their commanding general. The fires
fortunately did comparatively little damage.

New Bern, in the meantime, had been occupied by the victorious Federal army. During the afternoon
of the fourteenth, the soldiers were ferried across the Trent River to take possession of their prize.
General Burnside selected a stately home in New Bemn for his headquarters. but when an aide went to
get the home in order, he found it in the process of being plundered by soldiers, sailors, and Negroes.
To halt the pillaging in New Bern, General Burnside brought a strong garrison into town and made
guards available for those who wanted protection.

The loss of New Bem, regardless of the cause, was a great blow to North Carolina. It did result,
however, in the Confederate officials’ reevaluating the state scene. To prevent a Federal push into the
interior, Confederate troops were rushed into North Carolina from Virginia. North Carolina’s
defenses were strengthened further by a change in high command. General Richard C. Gatlin was
relieved from duty and President Jefferson Davis gave the post to Major General Theophilus H.
Holmes, North Carolina’s ranking general in the Confederacy.

Demeonstration of New Bern

On February 25, 1863, Lieutenant General James Longstreet replaced Major General Gustavus Smith
as commander of the Departments of Virginia and North Carolina. It was his intention to protect the
supply lines in eastern North Carolina and at the same time gather provisions from that fertile region.
In pursuance of this plan, General D. H. Hill, Longstreet’s subordinate in North Carolina, planned
demonstrations on New Bern and Wilmington. General Hill assumed command of the troops in North
Carolina on February 25. In compliance with his request for more troops, Longstreet instructed
General W. H. C. Whiting at Wilmington to reinforce Hill with 4,000 men.

The opening round in the Confederate attack on New Bern occurred on March 13 when Brigadier
General Junius Daniel’s scouts, moving along the “lower Trent road” encountered enemy pickets
about ten miles from the city. The Federals were easily pushed back two miles to a line of works at
Deep Guily. Following a bombardment of the Federal position, General Daniel led four companies in
a successful charge on the enemy works. The Federals made no attempt at a recapture of Deep Gully |
until daybreak the next moming. Repulsed in this attempt, the Federal troops retired under orders to
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the main defenses at New Bern. Difficulties encountered at Fort Anderson were to doom the
Confederate chances of taking New Bern. Fort Anderson, garrisoned by the Ninety-second New
York, Lieutenant Colonel Hiram Anderson, Jr., commanding, was an earthwork on the north bank of
the Neuse directly opposite New Bern. It was flanked on both sides by swamps and was approachable
only in front along a narrow causeway. At dawn on the morning of the fourteenth, Brigadier General
James Johnston Pettigrew rushed his command across this causeway and. with light batteries. opened
fire on the fort. Fearful that a charge on the Federal works would cost him between 50 and 100 men.
he decided to deploy his force, demoralize the enemy by a heavy fire. and then demand a surrender.
The surrender demand proved a serious mistake. General B. H. Robertson. under orders to cut the
railroad, fared little better than Pettigrew. The failure of Robertson and Pettigrew caused General Hill
to withdraw his forces from New Bern. Many of Hill’s men had serious doubts as to whether their
Commanding General had any “real object” in mind when he started the expedition.

Attack on New Bern

On January 2, 1864, General Robert E. Lee, aware of the critical state of affairs in North Carolina,
wrote President Jefferson Davis that if an attempt could be made to capture the enemy’s forces at New
Bern, it should be done. A large amount of provisions and other supplies were said to be at New Bern,
which were much wanted for his atmy. Davis willingly approved of Lee’s plan. Major General
George E. Pickett was selected to command the operation. President Davis selected his own aide,
Commander John Taylor Wood, to command the cooperating naval force.

A force of about 13,000 men and 14 navy cutters were soon concentrated at Kinston, North Carolina,
Pickett divided his troops into three columns and, on the morning of January 30, moved off in the
direction of New Bern. His plan of operation called for Brigadier General Seth M. Barton with his
own brigade and that of Brigadier General J. L. Kemper, and three regiments of Matt Ransom’s, eight
rifled pieces, six napoleons, and 600 cavalry to cross the Trent River near Trenton and proceed on the
south side of this body of water to Brice's Creek below New Bern. A simultaneous assault by these
three columns on the defenses of New Bern was planned for February 1. The night before,
Commander Wood was to descend the Neuse, endeavor to surprise and capture the gun-boats in that
river and then cooperate with the land forces in their attack on New Bern.

General R. F. Hoke went into camp on the night of the 31st at Steven’s Fork, a point approximately
two miles from New Bern and two from a Federal outpost. Hoke moved forward quickly in order to
reach Batchelder's Creek before the bridge could be taken up, but he arrived too late. Finding the
bridge destroyed and the enemy strongly entrenched, the General decided to wait until dawn before
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continuing his advance. He expected the enemy to throw troops by cars across the creek on the
railroad. If this happened, he planned to rush forward toward New Bern. cut the track. capture the
train, and enter the city by rail. The Federals did as Hoke anticipated, but the General missed his prize
by five minutes, Warned by telegraph of Hoke’s moves, the enemy rushed the train back to New
Bern. With the break of day, Hoke threw some trees across the creek and crossed two regiments over,
He hoped to avoid the loss of men by storming. The enemy had, in the meantime. received
reinforcements from New Bern and was in a position to offer stout resistance. Still Hoke “routed
them” once he got his troops across the creek. Following this engagement, the Confederates moved
‘on to within a mile of New Bern, where a halt was called to await the sound of Barton’s guns from the
opposite of the Trent River. Before leaving Kinston, Barton strengthened the picket line between the
Neuse and the Trent and had cavalry detachments out covering all the roads and paths south and east.
of Kinston. When the enemy works came into view around 8:00 a.m. on the first, Barton immediately
advanced a line of skirmishers close to Brice's Creek. In company with General Ransom and Colonel
William R. Aylett, Barton made a reconnaissance, finding many obstacles. General Barton concluded
that he was unprepared to encounter obstacles so serious. He immediately dispatched messengers,
scouts and couriers to General Pickett informing him and asking instructions. The Commanding
General dispatched Captain Robert A. Bright of his staff to communicate with Barton. Barton was
ordered to join the troops before New Bern for an assault on that front. To get across the Trent,
Barton had to retrace his steps to Pollocksville, at which place on February 3 he received new orders
directing him to Kinston, General Pickett decided to abandon the entire New Bern operation when he
learned that Barton could not join him until the fourth, if then. The General withdrew his forces from
New Bem on the third, He bungled the New Bem operation. The coordinated attack on the city, as
outlined by Hoke never materialized.

The New Bern National Cemetery was established on February 1, 1867. Besides the number
originally buried in the cemetery, bodies were removed from two cemeteries in New Bern, the New
Bern battlefield and its vicinity; Bachelor’s Creek, the cemetery at Beaufort, Carteret County;
Morehead cemetery and vicinity, Carolina, Newport, and Portsmouth, Carteret County; Kingston and
Kingston battlefield; Hatteras, Hyde County; Roanoke Island, Tyrrel County; Plymouth. Washington
County; . Edenton, Chowan County; Elizabeth City, Pasquotank County; Washington, Beaufort
County; Tuscarora and Wise’s Fork.

The original interments were made by states. There are 1,051 unknowns buried in a separate section.
There are 301 headstones marked with *U.S.C.T.,” which means United States Colored Troops. Most
are located in Section 16.
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The first woman to be buried in the cemetery was Miss Carrie E. Cutter, a sweetheart of Charles E.
Coledge. a private of the 25th Massachusetts Regiment, who was very ill with yellow fever. Despite
her efforts to care for Coledge, he died. So brokenhearted and exhausted, she too became an easy
victim of yellow fever. Her only wish was that she could be buried next to her lover. Special
permission was granted by Congress and their graves are located side by side in Section 10. His
remains are buried in Grave 1697 and hers in Grave 1698.

Individual private monuments are that of John O’Brien, Private of Company E. 2nd Aurtillery. who
was killed in 1873 at Fort Macon. A native of Tipperary County, Ireland. he served in many battles
during the war between the states, a list of them are inscribed on his tombstone. Amold Zenetti, a 2nd
Lieutenant, Company A, Acting Quartermaster for the 132nd Infantry Regiment of New York. was
killed in action in the Battle of New Bern on February 1, 1864. His private monument is among those
of his comrades from New York located towards the rear of the cemetery. His marker stands taller
than the others as if still in command.

The cemetery contains 7.7 acres. The Report of the Inspector of the National Cemeteries of the United
States for 1869 states that, in November 1868, the ground was owned by Mr. William P. Moore of the
city of Newbern, who demanded form two hundred and fifty to four hundred dollars per acre, and that
the actual value of land in the vicinity was about fifty dollars per acre. Subsequently. by deed dated
March 13, 1869, Mr. Moore and his wife conveyed 7.6 acres to the United States for the sum of
$570.17. The property had previously been attached by D. Golden Murray. By deed dated November
26, 1888, from the city of New Bern, a right-of-way, 60 feet wide, was conveyed to the cemetery (5.96
acres). On July 1, 1874, Isaac W. Hughes conveyed to the United States, in fee simple, a narrow strip
of adjoining land (.1 acre) for the sum of $100. Records show that the 60-foot right-of-way was
transferred to the War Assets Administration in 1943.

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
* National Cemetery System Microfilm Records
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundaries are indicated on the accompanying base map.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The National Cemetery System has used the existing boundaries of the cemetery.
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NEW BERN NATIONAL CEMETERY
Craven County, North Carolina
Armando A. Sammartino, photographer
Dates of Photographs: May 8 and 9, 1996

All negatives are stored with Technical Support Service (401B), National Cemetery System.
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue. N.W., Washington. D.C. 20420

VIEW OF: Entrance gate, view looking VIEW OF: Lodge, northwest elevation

southwest

NEG. NO. 65139-18 NEG. NO. 65139-2

PHOTO 1 of 22 PHOTO 7 of 22

VIEW OF: Pedestrian gate, view looking VIEW OF: Utility building. northwest elevation

southwest

NEG. NO. 65139-1 NEG. NO. 65139-23

PHOTO 2 of 22 PHOTO 8 of 22

VIEW OF: Flagpole, view looking south VIEW OF: Utility building, southwest elevation

NEG. NO. 65139-3 “ NEG. NO. 65139-4

PHOTO 3 of 22 PHOTO 9 of 22

VIEW OF: Lodge, northeast elevation VIEW OF: Utility building, southeast elevation

NEG. NO. 65139-17 NEG. NO. 65139-5

PHOTO 4 of 22 PHOTO 10 of 22

VIEW OF: Lodge, southeast elevation VIEW OF: Utility building, northeast etevation
- NEG. NO. 65139-10 NEG. NO. 65139-24

PHOTO 5 of 22 - PHOTO 11 of 22

VIEW OF Lodge, southwest elevation VIEW OF: Perimeter wall, view looking

southwest
NEG. NO. 65139-9 NEG. NO. 65139-6
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VIEW OF: Rostrum
NEG. NO. 65139-22
PHOTO 13 of 22

VIEW OF: Committal service shelter
NEG. NO. 65139-7
PHOTO 14 of 22

VIEW OF: Connecticut monument
NEG. NO. 65139-8
PHOTO 15 of 22

VIEW OF: New Jersey monument
NEG. NO. 65139-13
PHOTO 16 of 22

VIEW OF: Massachusetts monument
NEG. NO. 65140-1
PHOTO 17 of 22

VIEW OF: Rhode Island monument
NEG. NO. 65140-0
PHOTOQ 18 of 22

VIEW OF: Headstones. Coledge and Cutter
NEG. NO. 65140-16
PHOTO 19 of 22

VIEW OF: Cemetery. view looking west
NEG. NO. 65139-10
PHOTO 20 of 22

VIEW OF: Cemetery, view looking south
NEG. NO. 65139-21
PHOTO 21 of 22

VIEW OF: Cemetery. view looking southwest
NEG. NO. 65140-3
PHOTO 22 of 22
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