
May 12, 2015 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

Office of Construction & Facilities Management 

Attn: Pam Peckham 

425 Street NW 

Washington DC 20001 

RE: Bureau of Water Environmental for Florence National Cemetery Property 

Acquisition Project 

Dear Mrs. Wilson 

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control’s Bureau of 

Water (Bureau) has received your request for a review of the above project.  Our 

Bureau protects water quality through implementation of its regulations.   This 

coordinated response represents all program areas within the Bureau, but does not 

represent a review of other potential regulatory requirements administered by other 

SCDHEC Bureaus.   To ensure protection and maintenance of water resources, the 

Bureau recommends the following issues be addressed when planning and carrying 

out this project: 

 No apparent impacts to water quality. No Bureau permits required. 

X Any non-point discharges into a stream or river from construction areas of one acre or 

more will require a Bureau administered Stormwater Management and Sediment 

Control Permit. Construction areas of one acre or more will also be subject to NPDES 

Stormwater permit regulations. 

X Any placement of fill material or dredging in waters of the State, including 

jurisdictional wetlands, will require a Bureau administered Section 401 Certification 

and an Army Corps of Engineers administered Section 404 Permit. When evaluating 

application for fill in wetlands, demonstration of avoidance and minimization of 

wetland impacts and mitigation of unavoidable wetland impacts provides assurances 

that impacts have been lessened to the extent possible and that water quality 

standards will be upheld. Documentation of these measures will be required. 

 A Construction in Navigable Waters Permit will be required for all construction 

within navigable waters of South Carolina. 

 Drinking water system construction requires a permit from the Bureau. Our review of 

acceptability will occur with review of application for a permit. Also, the applicant 

should check with the local water utility on available capacity. 

 Sewer system construction requires a permit from the Bureau. Our review of 

acceptability will occur with review of application for a permit. Also, the applicant 

should check with the local water utility on available capacity. 



 
 

 
 

 With new businesses and other commercial or industrial operations, wastewater 

pretreatment permits or other local approvals may be required. 

 Other: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have any questions, 

please contact Monica Taylor at (803) 898-4176 or taylormn@dhec.sc.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

             

 

Monica Taylor 

Bureau of Water 

mailto:taylormn@dhec.sc.gov






Alvin A. Taylor 
Director 

Robert D. Perry 
 Director, Office of 

Environmental Programs  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                    

South Carolina Department of                                

Natural Resources               

1000 Assembly Street Suite 336 
PO Box 167 
Columbia, SC 29202 
803.734.4199 Office 
803.734.9809 Fax 
rigginl@dnr.sc.gov  

 
 
June 10, 2015 
 
 
Mrs. Pam Peckham 
Project Manager, Real Property Service 
Department of Veteran Affairs 
425 I Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
RE: Florence, SC National Cemetery Expansion 
 
Dear Mrs. Peckham, 
 
Personnel with the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) have 
reviewed the proposed project area and offer the following comments. 
 
The project area is located approximately one mile west of Florence Regional Airport in 
Florence, Florence County, South Carolina.  Total acreage of the land in the study area 
is approximately 14 acres.  Currently, the surrounding area consists of mixed 
commercial residential land uses, an existing National Cemetery and vacant land owned 
by the City of Florence.   
 
At the current time, there are no records of any threatened or endangered species; 
however, spotted turtles (Clemmys guttata) are a South Carolina conservation priority 
species and are also a Candidate Species for potential protection under the 
Endangered Species Act.  There are no known records according to SCDNR data at 
this time that spotted turtles inhabit the impact site; however, spotted turtles are a semi-
aquatic species that inhabit a variety of wetland types across the Coastal Plain of South 
Carolina.  Potential impacts of the proposed project to spotted turtles should be 
evaluated and consultation conducted with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Appropriate measures should be taken to minimize or avoid impacts to this species of 
concern.  Spotted turtles are most active from February to mid-April.   Please keep in 
mind that information in regards to the presence or absence of species is derived from 
existing databases, and we do not assume that it is complete.  Areas not yet inventoried 
by SCDNR biologists may contain significant species or communities.   
 
Review of aerial photography, soil survey information, topographic maps and photo 
documentation provided indicate that wetlands are present in your project area.  
SCDNR advises that the Veteran’s Administration consult with the U.S. Army Corps of 



2 
 

Engineers (www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory) to determine if jurisdictional 
wetlands are present and if a permit and mitigation is required for activities impacting 
these areas.  If jurisdictional areas are present, SCDNR recommends that developed 
project plans avoid or minimize impacts where practicable.  SCDNR reserves the right 
to review any required federal or state permits and mitigation proposals at the time of 
public notice.   
 
Should you have any questions or need more information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by email at rigginl@dnr.sc.gov or by phone at 803.734.4199. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lorianne Riggin  
Office of Environmental Programs 
1000 Assembly Street Suite 336 
PO Box 167 
Columbia, SC 29202 
803.734.4199 Office 
803.734.9809 Fax 
rigginl@dnr.sc.gov  
 

 

http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory


















United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200
Charleston, South Carolina 29407

May 12,2015

Mr. Eric McClanahan

ECS Carolinas, LLP
3820 Faber Place, Suite 500

North Charleston, SC 29405

Re: Threatenedand Endangered Species Evaluation, Florence National Cemetery
Florence County, ECS Project No. 34-2048 (Revised April 6,2015)
FWS Log No. 2015-1-0264

U.S.
HISH 4WILDUFE

SERVICE

Dear Mr. McClanahan:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your revised evaluation of threatened
and endangered (T&E) species that may be impacted by the potential expansion of the Florence
National Cemetery, Florence, South Carolina. Your revision follows the Service's consultation
of April 6, 2015, in which we determined that the American wood stork was not addressed in
your initial evaluation. We recommended that ECS Carolinas reevaluate the site to determine
the potential impacts upon the American wood stork a T&E species known to occur within
Florence County.

Your revised evaluation found that habitat adjacent to the expansion site that is suitable for the
American wood stork, however no individuals were sighted. Further, you did not observe
individuals on the project site and that the potential expansion of the cemetery is not expected to
impact the species. Upon review of the additional information provided, the Service agrees with
your conclusion that expansion of the cemetery is not likely to adversely affect the American
wood stork and finds that you have satisfied section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Please note that obligations under the ESA must be reconsidered if: (1) new information reveals
impacts of this identified action may affect any listed species or critical habitat in a manner not
previously considered; (2) this action is subsequently modified in a manner, which was not
considered in this assessment; or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat is designated that
may be affected by the identified action.

If you need further assistance, please contact Mr. Mark Caldwell at (843) 727-4707 ext. 215, and
reference FWS Log No. 2015-1-0264.

Sincerely,

TDM/MAC

Thomas D. McCoy
Acting Field Supervisor



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200
Charleston, South Carolina 29407

May 12,2015

Ms. Pam Peckham

Project Manager
Real Property Service (003C1E)
Department of Veterans Affairs
425 I Street NW

Washington, DC 20001

U.S.
FISH * W1LDU KE

SERVICE

Re: Florence National Cemetery, Florence County, ECS Project No. 34-2048,
FWS Log No. 2015-CPA-0090

Dear Ms. Peckham:

TheU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received yourApril 29, 2015, letterrequesting
review of the above-referenced project. The Veterans Administration (VA) is conducting an
environmental scoping review for the plannedpurchase of land adjacent to the Florence National
Cemeteryon Cherokee Road in the City of Florence, Florence County, South Carolina. The VA
has notconsidered alternatives for development of the siteas no defined use for the property has
been identified. However, the VA is seeking information regarding the site pursuant to the
requirements the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 USC 4321-4370f).

The Service previously reviewed the proposed expansion on April 2, 2015, through an
Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation requested by ECS Carolinas LLP (enclosed). Our
consultation concluded that area adjacent to the existing cemetery contained no federally
designated critical habitat or any habitatsuitable for federally threatened or endangered (T&E)
species. Although no habitat for T&E species is present, the site may harbor conditions
favorable to At Risk Species (ARS) which have been petitioned for listing under the ESA. We
have also enclosed a list of ARS that may be listed in the future. We recommend the VA
consider these species in their project planning efforts. Incorporating proactive measures to
avoidor minimize harm to ARS may improve their statusand assist with precluding the need to
list these species. Additional information on ARS can be found at:

http://www.fws.gov/southeast/candidateconservation
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